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Introducing the new SKODA Black Edition — style with substance 


The new Black Edition is available across the entire 
range of SKODA models. With sporty styling and a 
host of exciting features as standard, 


Range starts from 
£10,090 on the road. 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane 
Wigmore 
Gillingham 
Kent ME8 05W 

0843 658 9764 

□ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 



5KODA 


Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/IOOkm) for the SKODA range: Urban 21.7 (13.0) to 74.3 (3.8), Extra Urban 40.4 (7.0) to 94.2 (3.0), Combined 30.4 (9.3) to 88.3 (3.2). C0 2 emissions for the SKODA range 217 to 85g/km. 
Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 




























The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01245 396910 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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Kent on Sunday 


Sister title of KENT LIFE 


Reckless with our trust 
may haunt politicians 


TRUST is one of life’s most essential 
emotions. It provides us with people 
and places we can rely on and cling 
to when the rest of the world seems 
to be crumbling around us. 

And on the whole we are a 
trusting bunch. Or, more to the 
point, we want to trust people; we 
want to have faith in them, whether 
that is friends and family or col¬ 
leagues or team-mates. 

Yet when it comes to those who run 
the country and wield huge influence 
upon us, we start to entertain doubt. 
What’s more, we openly express 
those concerns with a 
worrying lack of confidence 
and trust in those we elect to 
Westminster. 

It’s a dangerous and 
unsettling mindset. But, 
again, we want to trust. We 
want to believe. 


apparently, a 
constant trickle of 
local councillors, 
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who have made the mighty leap from 
one political party they are elected to 
represent, to another they were not. 

Highly principled, you may say. Or 
the worst type of betrayal. 

But whatever your view, switching 
sides comes at a high credibility 
price. It’s a bit like swapping your 
football team. If the boss isn’t doing 
well, or not taking the team in the 
direction you want, you stick with it, 
you call for his head if necessary, but 
you remain true to your roots. 

Should you opt, instead, to don a 
glory-hunter’s hat and cheer on 
someone else, well, that stays 
with you. 

People will remember. They 
may, just possibly, not entirely 
trust you won’t do it again. 
And if there is one thing we 
surely all know, it is that trying to 
regain trust once you’ve lost it is 


The by-election 
will be fascinating 
viewing. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or viacomplaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Save up to £2,000 with Britelite's fantastic 


SCRAPPAGE 

SCHEME 


Which? 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


Britelite is now a 
Trusted Trader 


FITTED AS STANDARD 


A Britelite window is the most beautiful addition you can make to your 
home. Britelite windows will even add value to your property when the time 
comes to sell. Save £££'s off your heating bill with our high performance 
Triple Glazed windows. A Britelite window will perfectly complement 
k your home and what's more, we fit Triple Glazing as standard. We 
^ recycle 95% of the windows we remove when fitting our new Triple 
% Glazing, which allows us to offer an additional scrappage discount. 


Showrooms throughout the 
South East of England 

See website for full addresses 


Call 0800 5070 


Visit our website for a online quote 

rww. windowsxo.uk 


^Off list price for orders placed by midnight 23/11/2014. Cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other offer.t Scrappage on windows only 


t Terms & conditions apply. Details available on request. 
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Ann Barnes awaits IPCC 
decision on crash report 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


THE Independent Police 
Complaints Commission (IPCC) 
was expected to make an 
imminent decision, at the time of 
going to press, as to whether it 
would investigate a report into 
Kent Police and Crime 
Commissioner Ann Barnes. 

It follows allegations made in the 
Mail on Sunday newspaper 
following a car crash she was 
involved in last month. 

Mrs Barnes, while travelling in 
her Mercedes, hit another car and 
smashed through a fence following 
a crash in Princes Road, Dartford, 
on September 16. 

The newspaper claims that Mrs 
Barnes failed to produce her 
insurance details when requested 
to do so at a local police station. 

Mrs Barnes’s office was keeping 
tight-lipped over the exact nature of 
the allegations but confirmed a 
report had been referred to the IPCC. 

It will consider the report and 
then make a decision as to whether 
to launch a full investigation. 

In a statement, her office 
confirmed: “The Office of the Police 
and Crime Commissioner (OPCC) 


can confirm that the chair of the 
Kent and Medway Police and Crime 
Panel was made aware of a referral 
from Kent Police following an 
investigation into a collision on 
September 16 in Princes Road, 
Dartford. 

“In accordance with agreed 
protocols, the matter was passed to 
the monitoring officer at the OPCC 
for further consideration. The 
monitoring officer has subsequent¬ 
ly referred the matter to the 
Independent Police Complaints 


Commission. Due to the referral, 
the OPCC cannot comment any 
further at this stage.” 

Kent Police has confirmed 
investigations into the incident are 
on-going but that no-one has been 
charged or cautioned with any 
offence. 

Mrs Barnes has been dogged by 
incident since being elected in 2012. 

She is still suffering from the 
impact of taking part in a Channel 
4 documentary that many 
described as, ironically, ‘car crash’ 


TV as the commissioner struggled 
to explain her job role. 

Meanwhile, the closing date for 
Kent on Sunday readers to pose 
their questions to Mrs Barnes has 
now passed. 

We had dozens of emails and 
letters and have sent a selection to 
the police and crime commissioner 
to answer. 

The full list of questions and Mrs 
Barnes’s answers will be printed in 
an upcoming edition of this 
newspaper. 


Chetna blow as she exits the 
Great British Bake Off show 


Relief as Gatwick ‘goes 
back to the drawing 
board’ on flight paths 


GATWICK Airport is to reconsider 
controversial proposals to change its 
flight paths over west Kent - news 
that has been met with delight by 
those who had fiercely opposed it. 

The airport in West Sussex had 
trialled different approaches to its 
runway over a six-month period 
earlier this year. 

Known as the ADNID route, it was 
trialled on westerly departures and 
ended in August. 

It was tested to gather data as part of 
wider work looking at how to use UK 
airspace more effectively and efficient¬ 
ly, as well as how to make the most of 
Gatwick’s single-runway capacity. 

It formed part of the Government’s 
Future Airspace Strategy (FAS), 
which all airports in the UK will be 
required to implement by 2020. 

It caused outrage in many parts of 
the west of the county - including 
Tunbridge Wells and parts of 
Sevenoaks - which suddenly saw a 
big increase in air traffic and 
resulting noise. 

But this week Gatwick bosses 


confirmed that it and the National Air 
Traffic Services (NATS) have agreed 
there will be no further changes until 
further work can be done, including 
another consultation. 

Tunbridge Wells MP Greg Clark, 
who wrote to the airport last month 
opposing the plans, said: “I am very 
pleased that both Gatwick and NATS 
have agreed with my call to go back 
to the drawing board with these 
proposals as they have caused 
immense worry to my constituents 
in the west of Tunbridge Wells. 

“Both organisations have con¬ 
firmed that there will be no change to 
the flight path until further work, 
including adequate consultation with 
the community, has taken place.” 

A Gatwick spokesman said: “We 
will review all the data and feedback 
gathered from the trial and the 
consultation and publish an 
independent report of the 
consultation feedback later this year. 

“We will then use the findings to 
re-visit our airspace change proposal 
and route designs next year.” 


CHETNA Makan just missed out on 
securing a berth in the prestigious 
grand final of the Great British Bake 
Off after being knocked out in the 
semi-final. 

The mother-of-two from 
Broadstairs had dazzled on the hit 
BBC TV show in recent weeks but 
was ultimately eclipsed by a strong 
line-up. 

Judge Paul Hollywood, who lives 
near Canterbury, said: “She was 


ORGANISERS of a Christmas 
attraction in Tunbridge Wells 
who started selling tickets for the 
event before securing planning 
permission from the council are 
this week having to issue refunds 
after its plans were thrown out by 
council chiefs. 

The Father Christmas World 
event was due to take place at 
the Salomons Estate in Southbor- 
ough. But it was unanimously 


the weakest of the final four, but 
they were all exceptional.’ ’ 

Mrs Makan, who admitted she 
was relieved to finally be able to tell 
friends and family about how she 
had performed in the show, after 
being sworn to secrecy, moved to 
Kent 10 years ago after moving 
form Mumbai, where she was a 
fashion designer. The final, next 
Wednesday, will be competed by 
Luis, Richard and Nancy. 


rejected by Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council’s planning 
committee this week amid 
concerns over traffic. 

A spokesman for the firm 
Markerstudy, which was behind 
the scheme, said: “We have 
been forced to change our plans. 
Full refunds will be promptly 
given to all those who have 
purchased tickets. The whole 
situation is under review.” 


Father Christmas World gets 
rejected by town planners 
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Florida trip tab picked up by Paramount chiefs 


THE company behind the huge multibillion pound 
Paramount resort in Swanscombe has agreed to pay 
Gravesham Borough Council’s costs in processing and 
exploring the development. 

The will include London Resorts Company Holdings 
picking up the tab of council fact-finding missions to 
resorts such as Orlando in Florida. 

Council leader John Burden said: “I can assure the 


residents of the borough that no taxpayer’s money will 
be used to fund the visit which will help inform the 
debate going forward.” 

The ambitious park scheme is expected to create 
more than 27,000 jobs and attract millions of visitors, 
with a theme park and other major event venues at the 
872-acre site. 

It should open in the summer of 2019. 



Bang out of order... the 
sausage that comprised 
almost 50% horse meat 


By Molly Kersey 

moLLy.kersey@archant.co.uk 


JUST when you thought it was safe 
to tuck back into your favourite 
meat products, the prospect that you 
could be eating horse meat has re- 
emerged. 

A food-import company was pros¬ 
ecuted this week after a Bulgarian 
sausage for sale in a Dartford shop 
was discovered to contain 46 per 
cent horse meat. 

Thursday’s conviction at Dartford 
Magistrates Court came after Kent 
Trading Standards officers bought 
the sausage from the shop in Market 
Street in October last year. 

Subsequent examination by Kent 
Scientific Services - an arm of the 
county council - discovered that al¬ 
most half of it was horse. 

Further investigations found that 
the product, a Lukanka Chumerna 
sausage, had been imported by Expo 
Foods Limited, of Enfield, London. 

The vacuum-packed food was 
manufactured in Bulgaria and la- 



SAUSAGES: But as you know them? 

belled as containing pork sausage meat. 

It was in January last year that the 
horse meat scandal erupted when it 
was found that burgers on sale in 
supermarkets contained horse meat. 

A range of meat products was re¬ 
moved from shelves across the UK 
and Europe. Since then, the meat in¬ 
dustry went to great lengths to re¬ 
gain the trust of the public, insisting 


that testing procedures had been 
significantly strengthened. 

Despite this and the extensive me¬ 
dia coverage, however, Expo Foods 
made no tests on the sampled prod¬ 
uct, which was imported in Septem¬ 
ber 2013. 

The company admitted in court a 
charge under the Food Safety Act 
that the product was not of the sub¬ 
stance demanded. 

It was fined £5,000 and an award 
of £2,500 made towards council 
costs plus a £120 surcharge 

Richard Strawson, KCC Trading 
Standards manager, said: “We are 
obviously concerned that this prod¬ 
uct was found on sale in Kent. 

“We are aware of the sensitivities 
among the public concerning eating 
horse meat and therefore feel our ac¬ 
tions were necessary to ensure that 
they can have confidence that what 
they eat is accurately described.” 

Following the sample results, 
Expo Foods voluntarily withdrew 
the product in liaison with its local 
authority and the Food Standards 
Agency. 


BOOST: £120m Western Docks boom 

Hundreds of 
jobs created in 
port expansion 

A £120 million investment into a 
massive overhaul of Dover Western 
Docks was confirmed this week. 

It will create more than 600 jobs and 
protect 140 existing roles, port chiefs 
confirmed. 

The move will look to position the 
docks as a major cargo port, freeing up 
capacity at the Eastern Docks, the main 
passenger ferry terminal, for further 
ferry use. 

Firms are now being invited to tender 
for the construction contracts. 

Tim Waggott, chief executive of the 
Port of Dover, said: “It represents a 
further investment of up to £120m in 
Dover and the employment prospects of 
current and future generations of local 
people over the next few years. 

“The message is that we are 100 per 
cent for Dover, we are putting our 
money where our mouth is and we very 
much hope that this will give others the 
confidence to do the same. 

“The studies have been done and the 
conversations have been had with our 
customers, with our community and 
with our staff. Now it is time for action. 
Now it is time to deliver for Dover.” 

The board said it represents an “initial 
and major part of the biggest single 
investment” made in the port by the 
board. 


Marlowe shows that 
it's one in a million 

CANTERBURY’S Marlowe Theatre has sold its 
millionth ticket since reopening less than three 
years ago. 

The sales involved 970,000 in the main 
auditorium and 30,000 in The Marlowe Studio. 

The millionth ticket was sold to Lesley Wren, of 
Herne Bay, who booked to see An Evening With 
Sir Roger Moore with her husband Alan. 

As a thank-you for their support, Mr and Mrs 
Wren were invited to see One Man, Two Guvnors 
at the theatre and to meet the cast. 

The venue opened three years ago following a 
redevelopment costing £25.6 million. 

Since then, the theatre has attracted some of the 
country’s leading touring companies, including 
the National Theatre, Royal Shakespeare 
Company, Glyndebourne on Tour, Matthew 
Bourne and the Philharmonia. 

Theatre director Mark Everett said: “It has been 
hugely gratifying to see the new theatre achieve 
this success in such a short period of time time.” 


Jail after 91-year-old 
robbed in the street 

A TEENAGER who robbed and injured a 91-year- 
old woman has been jailed for years and four 
months. 

The 16-year-old boy, who cannot be named for 
legal reasons, was sentenced for the two robberies 
at Maidstone Crown Court after pleading guilty. 

During the first incident in July, he snatched the 
elderly victim’s handbag as she was walking 
along an alleyway between Broadwater Down 
and Cobbetts Ride in Tunbridge Wells. It caused 
her to fall to the ground, hitting her face on the 
concrete and breaking her wrist. 

A 60-year-old woman was also robbed in 
August as she made her way from the area of 
Showfields Road towards Linden Park Road. 

The teenager told detectives he had targeted 
the eldest victim because she was frail and would 
not be able to fight him off or chase him. He said 
his motivation in both incidents was to get cash to 
buy cigarettes and cannabis and “have money to 
spend on having a good time with friends”. 


Arts complex hits the 
red to mark birthday 

POPULAR community arts complex the Horsebri- 
dge Centre in Whitstable has marked its 10th 
anniversary by finally breaking even. 

At an AGM this week for the centre, trustees 
and supporters were told by board chair Zoe 
Cloke and centre manager Liz Daone the centre 
had managed to climb out of the red for the first 
time in many years. 

Mrs Cloke said: "We are really pleased with the 
figures. But we still have to be very diligent and 
we are now looking at ways to maximise the 
potential of our cafe and the new shop area whilst 
continuing to provide a good cultural and 
community service for the town. 

"We still need to run our targeted fund-raising 
events to boost our income and enable us to 
operate seven days a week.” 

The meeting heard that the introduction of 
regular film screenings was helping to support 
the centre and to enrich the offering of art, music 
and comedy by bringing in new audiences. 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Warning of delays over 
A2 major road works 


MOTORISTS are being warned 
about delays on a busy stretch of 
the A2 that started this weekend 
and continue until December. 

Work will take place along a 
six-mile stretch of the road at 
Canterbury between Brenley 
Corner, where it meets the M2, and 
Wincheap, for the A28. 

The major repairs will involve 


nine weekend closures of the 
coastbound carriageway. 

Work should be completed, 
weather permitting, by December 1. 

The coastbound carriageway will 
be closed from 8pm on Friday until 
6am on Monday morning every 
weekend until it is complete. 

A fully signed diversion will be in 
place via the A299 and A256 



during the closures. 

A public exhibition was held on 
September 16 with members of the 
project team on hand to answer 
questions from residents and 
motorists. 


Special Monopoly board 
all set for the big reveal 


A MONOPOLY set based on 
Canterbury goes on sale this 
week for the first time. 

The special version of the 
popular board game is 
launched on the day of its 
release with a special event at 
the Beaney Art Museum & 
Library in the city centre. 

Canterbury was selected after 
a public vote - trumping 


Tunbridge Wells, which came 
second, and the likes of 
Maidstone and Dover. 

Familiar properties on the 
board will all be Canterbury 
landmarks but have been kept a 
tightly guarded secret. 

It is expected the cathedral 
will be named ‘Mayfair’, the 
top-priced property. The launch 
takes place on Friday. 


also 


Cast your food vote now 


County on TV road trip 


VOTING for Produced in Kent’s Taste of 
Kent Awards 2015 continues this week after 
being officially launched on Wednesday. 

To cast a vote, visit www.takeofkent- 
wards.co.uk. 

The closing date for all votes is January 
2. Winners will be announced in March. 


A HOST of Kent locations will be featured 
on hit BBC TV show Antiques Road Trip 
this week. 

Antique hunters will be seen travelling 
through Gillingham, Westerham and 
Rochester. The show is on BBC2, 
weekdays, at 4.30pm. 


Bake Off star drives in 

GREAT British Bake Off star Paul Hollywood 
will be the star turn at a special go-karting 
event at Chatham’s Buckmore Park this 
week. 

He will open the Henry Surtees 
Challenge on Wednesday, before taking to 
the track for a few laps. 


Emin's bag for books 

MARGATE artist Tracey Emin has 
designed a special bag for a campaign to 
get people to use their local bookshop. 

It forms part of the Books Are My Bag 
awareness drive which begins this 
Thursday, October 9, and aims to promote 
local and chain booksellers in our towns. 



ENJOY 24 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


ON PURCHASES OVER £750 UNTIL 15TH SEPTEMBER 2014 


01227 766655 www.lenleys.co.uk 25-34 Roper Rd, Canterbury CT2 7EL 

FURNITURE | BEDS | CURTAINS I FLOORING | ACCESSORIES 


Cash price £800, deposit £200, 24 monthly payments of £25. Total payable £800. Subject to status. Quotations available on request. Credit is provided by external finance companies as determined by Lenleys. Credit subject to acceptance. 
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Established 1981 



Over 55,000 customers! 


Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,512i£? AT 

5 WINDOWS 
£1 , 830 % 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,268 r°% T 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,646 ^ A t 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,831 

5 WINDOWS 

£ 2,364 

C WINDOWS 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 





.OO 

inc VAT 


.OO 

inc VAT 


.OO 

inc VAT 


15 % 

OFF ALL 

Conservatories 
v & Orangeries 


¥ 


Celebrating over 33 years 
of beautiful windows... 
Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
written quotations 
request 


WINDOWS 

£ 3 , 309 ;°% 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 





|| Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 

||| Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 



Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supaglaze it! 

All of our installers are CRB checked. 



Hurry! 

Offers end 
21st 
October 




as heard on heart 

KB.1 1028 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) l j j? W PQ profile: BS7950BS7413 

m CM 9Qd fiQfi Open 6 days a week -= — ^ 

\ WWW Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman Square Sittingbourne 01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322 290 525 www.supaglazing.com 


8 Week ending October 5,2014 


kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 
































World-renowned artist pays incognito visit to seaside town and paints mural on old wall worth £500k 



Banksy does his bit 
for art festival with 
creation of ‘Art Buff 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


A GRUBBY wall in one of 
Folkestone’s less salubri¬ 
ous areas could now be 
worth £500,000 after it 
became home to graffiti 
artist Banksy’s latest masterpiece. 

It may not be the most obvious 
choice of surroundings, but the posi¬ 
tion of the piece - dubbed ‘Art Buff’ - 
gives an insight into the artist’s mind. 

The painting, which shows an old 
lady wearing headphones leaning 
over an empty plinth, is daubed on the 
wall at the back of an arcade building 
in the town’s Payers Park area. 

With no homes or shops overlook¬ 
ing the area, and the only nearby se¬ 
curity camera pointing in the oppo¬ 
site direction, the celebrated artist 
was able to complete the work with¬ 
out any eyewitnesses coming forward. 

Similiar works by the artist have 
sold for around £500,000 at auction. 

Measures have been put in place to 
protect the work, including round- 
the-clock security and covering the 
piece with a perspex shield. 

A Shepway District Council spokes¬ 
woman told KoS: “The council does 
not own the Banksy - it belongs to the 
owner of the building. 


“We protected the piece with plas¬ 
tic but did not hire the security guard. 

“We hope the piece stays in the 
town, but it’s up to the owner, who is 
currently deciding what to do with it.” 

The on-site security guard declined 
to give his name or say who employed 
him. 

He said: “There is someone here 
guarding it all the time. 

“There’s been a lot of interest. The 
whole time I’ve been here, there has 
been a steady stream of people com¬ 
ing to take photos. 

“It has been a mix of people.” 

Banksy’s spokesman has issued a 
statement about the work, saying 
that “everyone can enjoy it”. 

It has certainly attracted a crowd, 
including a trio of men who, under 
the watchful eye of the security 
guard, discussed how the painting 
could be removed from the wall while 
pontificating on its meaning. 

“I think it’s like people looking for 
gold on the beach,” one said, “as the 
woman is looking at nothing on the 
plinth.” 

Gayle Warne, from Hythe, also 
came to see it. She said: “I am an art 
lover, so when I heard about it I want¬ 
ed to see it. This is the first Banksy I 
have seen in the flesh, so yes, I am 
very happy to see it and think it’s 
great for Folkestone and Kent.” 


The piece coincides with the Folke¬ 
stone Triennial art festival, which 
has already attracted such famous 
names as Yoko Ono. 

The festival made headlines when 
£10,000 of gold bars were hidden on 
the beach by artist Michael Sailstorf- 
er, causing a gold-run stampede. 

On his website, under a photo of the 
piece, the artist wrote ‘Part of the 
Folkestone Triennial. Sort of’. 

A triennial spokeswoman said: “It 
is wonderful to know that Banksy has 
visited Folkestone Triennial and 
embraced the exhibition enough to 
contribute his own work to the crea¬ 
tive landscape of the town. 

“We hope to make this work a per¬ 
manent addition to the Creative Quar¬ 
ter, for residents and visitors to con¬ 
tinue to enjoy alongside all of the other 
fantastic artworks that have been 
created for this year’s triennial.” 

Shepway councillor Jenny Hollings- 
bee said: “This is a tremendous oppor¬ 
tunity for the people of Folkestone to 
see a Banksy original. It is another 
reason to be proud of Folkestone.” 

The last piece Banksy painted in 
the county was at Dungeness beach 
in 2010. The painting, which depict¬ 
ed a vulture with a petrol pump as its 
head, was swiped from the container 
on which it was painted. A replace¬ 
ment was vandalised last month. 



PICTURE THIS: Banksy’s mural in Folkestone created widespread interest 


A GLOBAL MAN OF MYSTERY 


SOME claim the notoriously 
secret artist is actually a Bristolian 
former public-school boy called 
Robin Gunningham, though this 
has never been confirmed. 

His artwork is always painted 
or installed in the middle of the 
night and often takes the form of 
satirical murals, critiquing war 
and politicians. 

He has experimented with 
other forms, though, notably an 
installation called Sirens of the 
Lamb, where a slaughterhouse 


delivery vehicle was filled with 
stuffed toy animals and had a 
soundtrack of them screaming as 
it drove through New York’s 
meatpacking district. 

His work sells for hundreds of 
thousands of pounds, with pieces 
similiar to Art Buff often valued 
around the £500,000 mark. 

Specialist companies need to 
be called in to remove his work 
from buildings for sale, which can 
be quite a complex process 
involving chainsaws and chisels. 
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seasonal aj\ 

on all Log Cabins 


at Johnsons 


‘THE BIGGER THE PACKAGE...THE BIGGER THE DISCOUNT’ 


4m^(-3m-Vancouver_45i 
Double Glazed Platinum package 

; £6,949, now.. ... £5,906 


was 


5m x 3m Denver 45mm, 
Double Glazed Diamond package 

£8,749, now..... £6,999 


was 


fji- 


1960 / 


Garden 


'Building 5 


5% OFF ALL SILVER 

packages 

( Log cabin, Delivery*, Construction onto existing level basework, Felt roof) 

10% off if you ‘Go for GOLD 




package 


( Log cabin, Delivery*, Full Construction, Felt Shingle Roof, Structural Timber base, 
Preservative paint**) 

15% OFF ALL PLATINUM 

packages 

( Log cabin, Delivery*, Full Construction, Felt Shingle Roof, Structural Timber base, 
Preservative paint**, Roof insulation, Laminate flooring) 


20 % 


OFF ALL DIAMOND 


packages 

( Log cabin, Delivery*, Full Construction, Felt Shingle Roof, Structural Timber base, 

Preservative paint**, Roof insulation, Laminate flooring, Floor insulation, Electrical package***) 

All of our Packages include FULL INSTALLATION! 

*Deliveries outside of a 50 mile radius may be subject to additional charges **Supply of Preservative Paint does not include 
application ***Electrical Packages are specific to size of cabin and may be subject to site survey or optional upgrades etc. 


NO CATCHES, NO HIDDEN AGENDA... 

...THE MORE YOU BUY THE MORE YOU GET OFF!!! 


m < 


www.needextraspace.co.uk - 0845 4599444 


Johnsons Nursery, 
Old Thanet Way, 
Chestfield, 

Kent, 

CT5 3JD 
01227 793717 
chestfield@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 


Polhill Garden Centre, 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, 

Kent, TN14 7AD 
Car Park B 
01959 533466 
polhill@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Newnham Court 
Shopping Village, 
Bearstead Rd, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 5LH 
at rear of Notcutts 
01622 730777 
maidstone@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 


Bybrook Barn 
Garden Centre, 
Canterbury Road, 
Ashford, Kent, 
TN24 9JZ 
01233 878412 
ashford@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Elm Court Garden Centre, 
Capstone Road, 
Gillingham, 

Kent, 

ME7 3JQ 
01634 405859 
gillingham@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 
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MAIN PLAYERS: Former MP Mark Reckless (main) has left David Cameron’s Tory party for Nigel Farage’s Ukip 

Reckless decision 
or act of a brave, 
honourable man? 

As the fallout over Mark Reckless leaving the Conservatives 
to join Ukip continues to rumble, Sarah Linney met the 
man himself to discuss the move that shocked Westminster 


N A small room at the back of a 
building, dimly lit through a 
high window, I am waiting for 
Mark Reckless. 

I feel like there should be 
more drama than this. After all, this 
is a man who has been under the 
glare of national and local media for 
the past three days, since he sensa¬ 
tionally appeared on stage at the Ukip 
conference in Doncaster last Satur¬ 
day and announced he was leaving 
the Tories to join the party. 

No-one knew - not the Tory whips, 
not his party colleagues, not even his 
own chief of staff, Chris Irvine, who 
flicked over to the conference on TV 
from the Liverpool-Everton match 
and saw he was out of a job. 

Since then, the former Rochester 
and Strood Conservative MP has 
been publicly disowned by his old 
party and labelled a liar, untrustwor¬ 
thy, “not worthy of being a Conserva¬ 
tive” - and worse. 

It all seems slightly hard to reconcile 
with the softly-spoken, unassuming 
man who walks into the room a cou¬ 
ple of minutes later. 

He looks nervous - as well he 
might. He speaks slowly, quietly, even 
stammering sometimes as he talks to 
me about his slow-burning decision 
to leave the Tory party. 

The first inkling of disquiet came, he 
says, in 2012 when he was instrumen¬ 
tal in the Government’s defeat in Par¬ 
liament in a vote on the EU budget. 

Prime Minister David Cameron 
had wanted the budget to remain un¬ 
changed but 53 rebel Conservative 
MPs, along with Labour, defied him 
and voted for a cut. The budget has to 
be agreed by all member states. 

It was not only the difference of 
opinion which opened a rift between 
the two, but Cameron’s subsequent 
claim, according to Mr Reckless, that 
he would have cut the budget anyway 
- a “pretence” that he said meant he 
started to lose trust in his leader. 

“It was an important moment 
because Parliament stood up, but it 
undermined my belief and confidence 
in David Cameron,” Mr Reckless said. 

Then, at a meeting of the 1922 
Committee of Conservative back¬ 
benchers in June, the father-of-two 
said he became even more convinced 
that Cameron was not serious about 
European reform. 

Also on the committee was his 
close friend Douglas Carswell, the 
Clacton MP who left the Tories to join 
Ukip last month - and is expected to 
become the party’s first elected MP in 
the by-election this week. 

Cameron’s stance on the EU refer¬ 
endum is that he wants to renegotiate 
the terms of Britain’s membership 
before holding it. It has always been 
understood that this would involve 
taking powers back from Brussels. 

But, according to Mr Reckless, Cam¬ 
eron seemed unenthusiastic about the 
idea of renegotiating Britain’s position 

kk If he thinks he can 
make the other 27 EU 
countries unanimously 
agree to change how 
they operate just to 
suit us, I think that’s 
fairly implausible ff 


Mark Reckless, on David 
Cameron’s thoughts on Europe 


and instead seemed to believe that he 
could get new membership arrange¬ 
ments for all 28 EU countries. 

“I thought David Cameron was 
going to use the lever of a referendum 
to get some serious powers back for 
Britain,” Mr Reckless said. 

“But he said that would be almost 
like associate membership of the EU 


- as if that was a bad thing rather 
than what his MPs want and what I 
think the overwhelming majority of 
British people would vote for. 

“If he wants to renegotiate every¬ 
one’s position, if he thinks he can 
make the other 27 EU countries 
unanimously agree to change how 
they operate just to suit us, I think 


that’s fairly implausible. 

“He has set his face against what I 
think would be the best solution for 
our country, and both Douglas 
Carswell and I concluded he wasn’t 
serious about European reform.” 

A discussion on the European ar¬ 
rest warrant - a warrant valid 
throughout the EU which requires 


kk There have been a 
number of occasions 
when I thought I would 
probably do it and then 
not been sure. It was 
not a sudden decision 
- it’s been difficult vv 


Mark Reckless, on decision that 
had been a long time in the making 

member states to hand over criminals 
or suspects to the country asking for 
them - only served to undermine 
Reckless’s trust further. 

“We asked why we were about to 
opt back into justice measures we’d 
opted out of, and he gave an appar¬ 
ently passionate defence of the Euro¬ 
pean arrest warrant,” he recalled. 

“But I had heard from Chris Gray¬ 
ling that only weeks before he had 
been supporting Mr Grayling in ar¬ 
guing to come out of it. 

“His stance now seemed like syn¬ 
thesised sincerity to me. 

“He then started attacking Nigel 
Farage and Ukip, saying they couldn’t 
win seats in Westminster and that 
Nigel Farage was a one-man band. 

“And I can’t remember if one of us 
thought this or said it, but it seemed 
to Douglas and me that those two 
concerns could be easily dealt with - 
by us.” 

He said he felt the Tories had not 
delivered on other pledges, such as 
the decentralisation of power. 

“I really believed in what they were 
saying about giving powers back to 
communities, getting rid of central 
government telling local government 
what to do, but it doesn’t seem to have 
happened,” he added. 

A nd so it was that, two 
months or so after the ill- 
fated committee meeting, 
Mr Reckless asked his 
friend Mr Carswell to arrange a meet¬ 
ing between him and Nigel Farage. 

“I had spoken to him before, but I 
went to see him at his home in West- 
erham,” the 43-year-old recalled. 

“He made a pitch to me about Ukip 
and he was very open and impressive. 

“We spoke several times more after 
that, although after Douglas moved I 
had to be a little more cautious in my 
dealings with him.” 

But he says he cannot remember 
the exact moment when he chose to 
leave the Tory party. 

“I am not able to pinpoint that 
moment,” Mr Reckless said. 

“There have been a number of 
occasions when I thought I would 
probably do it and then not been sure. 

“It was not a sudden decision and it 
has been difficult. Many have been 
the sleepless nights when I have 
talked to my wife about the future of 
our children. 

“Seeing Douglas do what he did, 
and the bravery and courage he dem¬ 
onstrated, encouraged me. 

“When I joined the Conservative 
Party, there was a mass movement 
for change. I was clearly a Conserva¬ 
tive and behind what we wanted to 
achieve, and I supported David 
Cameron for the leadership in 2005. 

“But now, if you go to the confer¬ 
ence this week, it is mainly PR people 
and corporate lobbyists. There are 
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very few ordinary members.” 

Like all defections, Mr Reckless’ 
has been surrounded by accusations 
of lying, treachery and opportunism. 

He told no-one about his decision to 
go, leaving the party whips to find out 
when they saw him on the Ukip stage 
on TV. 

He had also told this newspaper just 
days after Carswell’s defection that 
he was not going to leave the Tories - 
a claim he had made elsewhere. 

But he insists he still hadn’t made 
his decision then - and that he could 
not afford to let the Conservative Par¬ 
ty guess his intentions. 

“My mind was not firmly made up 
when Douglas moved,” Reckless said. 

“I did not tell the party what I was 
going to do or let a hint of my inten¬ 
tions escape. You can’t discuss these 
things in advance. If I had, they 
would have poured the vitriol over me 
which you have seen this week. 

“Even if I had deflected the ques¬ 
tion, they were monitoring every¬ 
thing I said and if that had been my 
consistent approach they would have 
been forewarned. 

“I have many friends in the Tory 
party, both in Parliament and locally, 
and I am pleased so many have been 
in touch to say they want to remain 
my friends. But there are some for 
whom that’s not true.” 

Unsurprisingly, the latter group 
seems to include David Cameron, 
who has been widely reported as 
calling Mr Reckless a “fat arse”. 

He also claims to have received 
a text from Andrew Mackness, chair¬ 
man of Rochester and Strood Con¬ 
servatives, telling him: “Your family 
and children will be ashamed of your 
decision.” 

k k I believe that Ukip 
can get our country 
back. It is full of people 
who have passion and 
genuinely believe that 
they can change our 
country for the better J J 


Mark Reckless, on reason he 
defected to Nigel Farage’s party 



OUT OF THE BLUE: Chris Irvine 



VOTE, VOTE, VOTE : Mark Reckless will be standing for Ukip in the by-election for the Rochester and Strood seat 


“How can he justify bringing my 
family and children into this? How 
can he speak for them? My family 
were right behind me,” a clearly ap¬ 
palled Mr Reckless added. (See Mr 
Mackness’ response in right column). 

“I was hoping this was going to be a 
hard fought but clean campaign and 
it is just very sad to see so many nasty 
insults being thrown. Politics should 
be about more than that. 

“The more I think about it, the more 
I see the reaction from the Tories. I 
think I have done the right thing.” 

The by-election - which is likely 
to cost the Medway taxpayer some¬ 
where between £125,000 and 
£200,000 - is expected to take place 
in the middle of November. 

Mr Reckless is sitting on a 9,953 ma¬ 


jority over Labour - Ukip did not stand 
against him in 2010 because of his Eu¬ 
rosceptic views - but the party has 
never won a seat in Westminster and 
he must know that he may well lose. 

I n which case, a promising politi¬ 
cal career might prematurely 
bite the dust. Mr Reckless is a 
member of the Home Affairs Se¬ 
lect Committee and has been de¬ 
scribed as making an “outstanding 
contribution” by chairman Keith Vaz. 

“Mark made his arguments in a 
powerful and effective way and we 
will miss him. The people making vile 
attacks on him are awful,” Mr Vaz 
added. 

But Reckless believes he has a 
“fighting chance” of holding onto the 


seat against Labour’s Naushabah 
Khan and a Tory candidate to be an¬ 
nounced in the next couple of weeks. 

“I believe that Ukip can get our 
country back,” he added. 

“For too long we have been gov¬ 
erned by the Westminster and Brus¬ 
sels elite who don’t have the people’s 
interests at heart. 

“Ukip is full of people who have 
passion and who genuinely believe 
that they can change our country for 
the better. 

“They don’t have a whipping sys¬ 
tem, so I am not always going to be 
straining against what the Tory par¬ 
ty is trying to do - I can vote in the 
best interests of my constituents. 

“I felt I couldn’t keep my promises 
to the electorate as a Tory.” 


Closest ally was unaware of move to 
Ukip - but is glad it finally happened 


HOURS after Mr Reckless’ defection, 
his chief of staff announced he was 
also leaving the party. 

Chris Irvine, who represents 
Peninsula ward on Medway 
Council, says he has no plans to 
join Ukip and will remain as an 
independent councillor while he 
thinks about what to do next. 

But he will certainly be support¬ 
ing Ukip in the by-election - he will 
be Mr Reckless’s agent. 

‘ 'I had been considering leaving 
for quite some time as I am very 
disillusioned with the lack of 
leadership and long-term thinking 
shown by the Medway Tory group. 
They are totally dysfunctional. 


“The tipping point was when 
they approved the Lodge Hill 
development, which people are 
furious about. 

‘ 'I had reached the point where I 
didn’t feel I could sit alongside any 
of these councillors any longer and 
be two-faced to the electorate I was 
supposed to represent. 

‘ 'I am reflecting on my position 
and consulting my constituents to 
see what they think I should do. 

‘ 'I don’t want to rush into 
anything as leaving the party was a 
big enough decision for me.” 

Despite their close working 
relationship, CUr Irvine was unaware 
of Reckless’s plans until he saw him 


on the Ukip stage on television. 

“That was the final thing. I 
thought, I’m going as well. 

“It was a bit of a shock, but I 
knew he hadn’t been happy in the 
Tories for quite a few months, I 
think. He is very disillusioned and 
I think he has made a very 
honourable move. 

“The way the party have reacted 
to Mark has been nothing short of 
disgraceful. I wasn’t expecting this 
outpouring of bile. 

‘ 'I am very happy with my 
decision to resign and having 
seen how they reacted I don’t think 
they are fit to govern locally or 
nationally.” 


Tory councillor 
launches vitriolic 
attack on defector 


THE chairman of the Rochester and 
Strood Conservative Association was 
on his way to the party conference in 
a narrowboat when he got the call to 
say Mark Reckless had joined Ukip. 

Since then, Andrew Mackness has 
been laying into his former party 
colleague with a vitriol that would 
impress Joan Rivers. 

“I was surprised, shocked and 
angry,” he told Kent on Sunday. 

“Someone we trusted had lied to 
me, to his executive, right up until 
the last moment. He had said he was 
going to campaign against Ukip, he 
had left messages saying he would be 
at the conference, he was booked 
onto a campaigning bus on Sunday.” 

Cllr Mackness admitted sending a 
text to Reckless saying “your wife 
and children will be ashamed of your 
decision” and told KoS that “they 
should be”. 

“Any decent, honourable person is 
honest when they make difficult 
decisions. He should have had the 
decency and courage to talk through 
his concerns,” said Cllr Mackness, 
who confirmed he would not be the 
Tory candidate at the by-election. 

“People, not just from within the 
party, from the general population, 
are appalled by his lack of decency. 

“He is not a personable character, 
he lacks social skills, and he hasn’t 
a great deal of interest in the local 
population. 

“All he has done is slap Conserva¬ 
tives who have worked hard for him 
for many years in the face. He doesn’t 
deserve to be an MP for any party.” 

Asked about the departure from 
the party of councillor Chris Irvine, 
Cllr Mackness responded: “He has 
put a lot more weight on and eaten a 
lot more burgers. You have to do that 
when you join Ukip. 

“He resigned from the party while 
in the process of suspension and 
expulsion was taking place. 

“If he had not left he would have 
been expelled with my rather large 
size 10s, because he is Reckless’ 
agent and is supporting Ukip. 

“But there’s always been a problem 
with him because he’s a maverick 
who did not share the views of Tory 
individuals in Medway.” 

However, Ukip leader Nigel Farage 
defended Mr Reckless, saying: “He 
has done a very brave and principled 
thing and I have huge regard and 
respect for it. 

“He has put his neck on the line 
in a by-election that could go either 
way. He has potentially made a big 
sacrifice for the principles we care 
about, which shows you how much 
he cares.” 

He said he had not been certain 
that Reckless would actually turn up 
at the Ukip conference until he did. 

“I have had people before who 
were going to defect and then didn’t 
on the last day. It’s a big decision for 
people to leave a party they have 
been working for,” Mr Farage added. 

Labour’s by-election candidate 
will be Naushabah Khan, a former 
advisor to Labour MEP Peter Skinner. 

Medway Labour leader Vince 
Maple said: “We are fighting as hard 
as we can for this seat. Tory support¬ 
ers are fuming about the betrayal 
they have seen, and I think we have 
a very positive tale to tell.” 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 


What’s included: 

Routine service labour costs ■ 


Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 



Is it time great 
tattoo taboo in 
the workplace 
was exposed as 
discrimination? 


Love them or loathe them, there’s no escaping the 
increasingly popular fashion statement of the 
tattoo. But is having the body art likely to make you 
more or less employable? Molly Kersey reports 


ATTOOS, it seems, are more popular 
than ever. 

From the Prime Minister’s wife 
Samantha Cameron (she has a dol¬ 
phin on her ankle) to celebrities such 
as Cheryl Cole and David Beckham, the colour¬ 
ful body art is big, eye-catching, business. 

Yet they continue to divide opinion. 

Either you admire the artistic talent involved - 
and the bravery of those who undergo the hot nee¬ 
dle to receive them - or they are a sure-fire way of 
igniting an immediate negative first impression. 

So with the rise in the art form and the in¬ 
creasing competition for jobs, a debate is raging 
over the possible negative impacts of having a 
visible tattoo in securing - or remaining in - 
employment. 

In short, is having an obvious tattoo likely to 
see a large cross immediately go against your 
name, regardless of your talents? 

Research by a senior academic last year dis¬ 
covered having a tattoo can reduce your chance 
of getting a job after a number of employers 
were quizzed about their attitudes. 

Dr Andrew R. Timming of the school of man¬ 
agement at the University of St Andrews in Scot¬ 
land, said: “Most respondents agreed that visi¬ 
ble tattoos are a stigma,” 

One woman manager told him that “they 
make a person look dirty”. Another male man¬ 
ager told him “subconsciously that would stop 
me from employing them”. 

Another male manager said “tattoos are the 
first thing they [fellow recruiters] talk about 
when the person has gone out of the door”. 

And if they’re talking about that, they are not 
discussing your talents, or otherwise, for the job 
you want. 

There has even been talk that those with tat¬ 
toos whould be protected under the Equality 
Act 2010 - much the same way as judgements 
cannot be made on employees due to their sexu¬ 
ality, race or religion. 

Amanda Okill is an employment law special¬ 
ist. She explained: “Assumptions based on ap¬ 
pearances may be unfair and inaccurate and 
very likely misguided and baseless. 

“Things like tattoos are often perceived as ‘re¬ 
pugnant’ or ‘unsavoury’, but the law doesn’t 
protect individuals from general assumptions 
others make about them. 


“Most employers have a dress code and want 
employees to reflect a certain image, particu¬ 
larly if they are dealing directly with customers, 
and this isn’t unlawful.” 

And it’s difficult not to understand the view of 
the potential employer keen to employ a future 
ambassador of the company, not wanting to 
hire someone who - rightly or wrongly - will 
emit an image before they’ve even opened their 
mouths. 

Not, fortunately, that it seems a major prob¬ 
lem so far. 

Jo James, is chief executive of the Kent Invicta 
Chamber of Commerce which represents busi¬ 
nesses across the county. 

She agrees that as society becomes more “lib¬ 
eral” it affects the attitudes of employers. 

But she warns a tattoo may simply prove in¬ 
compatible with some roles. 

She explained: “I don’t think it’s such a big is¬ 
sue as it used to be. 

“At the end of the day, tattoos are far more 
commonplace now and if employers stop em¬ 
ploying people because they have a tattoo they 
would really be cutting down their options. 

“I have had somebody mention it to me, but it 
was the employee themselves who felt quite con¬ 
scious about the fact they had a tattoo. I have 
never had employers say to me that it’s a problem. 

“Your employees are the window to your 
business and I think that’s the key thing to re¬ 
member. But it’s not just about them having 
something on their arms, it’s about the whole 
appearance. 

kk Most employers have a 
dress code and want their 
employees to reflect a certain 
image, particularly if they 
are dealing directly with 
customers, and this isn’t 
unlawful. Vf 


Amanda Okill, employment law 
specialist from Kent law firm 
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“If the rest of their appearance is very pre¬ 
sentable, you could overlook the tattoo. 

“We can’t generalise that it’s all employers or 
jobs, but there can be cases where within cer¬ 
tain industries it’s about image and maybe 
that’s not an image that fits with the image of 
the company. 

“But on the whole I think employers very 
much take the view that actually it’s about the 
overall package and overall appearance.” 

Anecdotally, there are a growing number of 
cases where staff with tattoos have been told to 
at least cover up. 

Kiri Babbage, of Dover, attracted unwelcome 
attention in her former job as a sales adviser at 
a phone store. She explained: “I was told the 
tattoos on my wrists had to be covered in 
plasters. 

“I also saw a colleague get in trouble 
because his arm tattoo could be seen 
through his shirt.” 

Adds Charlotte Crompton, of Folke¬ 
stone: “I nearly missed out on a mana¬ 
gerial position at a clothing store I 
worked for when concerns were ex¬ 
pressed about my tattoos.” 

Amid concerns there is no legal protec¬ 
tion for those with tattoos, several online e- 
petitions have sprung up, aiming to tackle the 
discrimination that tattooed people may face. 

Movements such as Tattooed And Employed 
have also aimed to address misconceptions that 
still surround tattoos, inviting people who have 
both visible body art and employment to share 
their pictures and stories on its Facebook page. 

Lawyer Amanda Okill, from law firm Furley 
Page, warns against employers thinking they 
can make rash decisions. 

She explained: “It may not be as cut and dried 
as it seems,” she said. 

“It’s not a million miles away from the recent 
debate on the legal status of obese people and 
whether they should be protected from discrimi¬ 
nation because of their size. 


MAKING THEIR MARK: More and more people are getting tattoos 
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transforming lives 


We can provide you with a great 
opportunity to help transform 
children’s lives 

■ You don’t have to be married 

■ You don’t need to be employed 

■ You don’t need a big house 

■ You do need a spare room and space in 
your life to help a vulnerable child to achieve 



COULD YOU 

FOSTER? 

As a Chrysalis Care foster 
carer you will receive: 

24-hour professional support 

Excellent renumeration 

Job satisfaction 

Comprehensive training 

Access to a range of children’s services 

Retainer fees 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


We are also looking for specialist foster carers who can provide a home to teenagers, a parent 
and child, children with disabilities and carers who are interested in remand fostering. 

If you are considering becoming a foster carer, or would like to find out more about us, 

Please Call: 020-8298 2800 or visit our website: www.chrysaliscarefostering.org 
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INFORMED: Legal expert Amanda Okill (left) and business chief Jo James 
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“Both issues question the extent to 
which the law should protect employees 
from prejudices based on appearances.” 

As the law stands, neither the 
sporting of a tattoo nor obesity are 
protected by equality legislation. 

However, the Act does prevent dis¬ 
crimination on the basis of protected 
characteristics, which include age, 
disability, gender reassignment, mar¬ 
riage and civil partnership, pregnan¬ 
cy and maternity, race, religion or 
belief, sex and sexual orientation. 

“So in short, unless an employee’s 
appearance can be linked to a pro¬ 
tected characteristic, an employer 
can object to it,” Ms Okill said. 

“If, however, a tattoo is the mani¬ 
festation of a sincerely-held religious 
belief and practice...the employee 
could assert their religion as the pro¬ 
tected characteristic and the rejection 
of them as a job applicant on this basis 


as direct discrimination.” 

Earlier this year, a consultant in 
Milton Keynes got the boot after a 4cm 
tattoo of a butterfly on her foot contra¬ 
vened a ‘no visible inking policy’ her 
employers had. While a waitress in 
Yorkshire was also shown the door af¬ 
ter customers in the restaurant she 
worked objected a tattoo on her arm. 

Alison Palmar, development man¬ 
ager at the Federation of Small Busi¬ 
nesses Kent and Medway, said: “To be 
honest, more businesses are more 
concerned about issues such as relia¬ 
ble broadband access and employees 
having the right skills, not about 
what they look like.” 

■ What do you think? Do you have 
tattoos or do you oppose them in the 
workplace? 

Join the debate and share your 
views. Write to The Editor, KoS, 
Kent House, 81 Station Road, Ash¬ 
ford, Kent, TN23 1PP. Or email us at 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 



Body art should not paint wrong picture 


AS someone who has been lucky 
enough to have tattoos and at the 
same time find employment with 
little difficulty, I feel lucky, writes 
reporter Molly Kersey. 

They have never posed an issue 
and the employers I have had from 
the age of 18 have all seemed fine 
with them. 

But I can’t help but feel worried 
that it would take just a change in 
policy for me to potentially lose a 
job or be confined to wearing long 
sleeves at all times, sweltering in 
the height of summer to hide the 
- surely innocuous - daisy chain 
on my wrist. 

Thankfully, misconceptions 
and prejudices surrounding 


tattoos appear to be slowly but 
surely disappearing. 

Quite right, too, because we are 
more than capable of doing the 
jobs for which are qualified. 

Tattoos are a way that I have 
chosen to express myself- it’s the 
same as having my hair a certain 
style or wearing particular clothes 
or jewellery. They are something I 
put thought into and for which I 
saved up for. They don’t make me, 
or other people who have them, 
irresponsible, untrustworthy or 
unprofessional. 

Tattoos have been around for 
centuries and are creative and 
artistic. When they are done well, 
they really do look beautiful. 


While I have heard arguments 
for not allowing them in the 
workplace, none of them ring true 
for me. 

I think everyone can accept the 
fact that tattoos that are offensive or 
inappropriate are not ever going to 
be OK, while allowing visible 
tattoos in the workplace doesn’t 
mean that people will start 
running around the office with 
racist symbols on their foreheads. 

But, let’s face it, if someone has 
gone to the time and effort of 
having something like that 
embedded into their skin, there 
are probably much bigger 
problems at play than the fact they 
like a bit of body art. 
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www.ccgrammarschool.co.uk 


gjg Chatham & Clarendon 
Grammar School 


Open Evenings at Chatham Site 

No booking necessary 

Tuesday 21 st October 2014 
Thursday 23 rd October 2014 
5.30pm till 7.30pm 


Morning Tours of all sites week 
commencing Monday 20th October 

Prior booking only 

Appeal Consultations at Chatham Site 

No booking necessary 

Monday 20th October - 4pm 
Wednesday 22nd October - 10:30am 
Friday 24th October - 1pm 
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Visit our shop for: 

SAWN TIMBER 
PLANED TIMBER 
HARDWOOD 
TREATED TIMBER 
SHEET MATERIALS 
FENCE PANELS 


FENCING GATES 
SLEEPERS 

QUALITY DECKING 
TIMBER MOULDINGS 
PAINTS & STAINS 
IRONMONGERY 


NAILS & FIXINGS 

TOOLS 

ELECTRICAL 

INSULATION 

SEALANTS & ADHESIVES 

CEMENT & AGGREGATES 


WINGHAM TIMBER 
& MOULDINGS LTD 


01227 720537 www.winghamtimber.com 

WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, GOODNESTONE ROAD, 
WINGHAM, CANTERBURY, KENT, CT3 1AR 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri: 8-5, Sat: 8.30-12.30 


Great offers on oak flooring 

3 strip engineered at £12.99 per square metre + VAT 
21 mm x 189mm engineered oiled oak at £34 per square metre +VAT 
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How to make 
smokers see 
through the 
fog and stub 
out the habit 


The national Stoptober campaign started this week 
now annual effort to cut down the number who continue 
to smoke. So just how do you get through to a modern- 
day smoker? Molly Kersey takes a look at the issues 



A FORMER SMOKERS VIEW... 


F THERE is one thing smokers 
find difficult to stomach, it is 
surely being told they should 
stub out their habit. 

It’s a knee-jerk reaction 
fuelled by the nicotine and chemical 
blend they are addicted to and hu¬ 
man nature’s desire to not be told 
what to do. 

All of which has left health chiefs 
with a tricky task for what should be, 
especially in this day and age, a rela¬ 
tively simple sell. 

After all, stopping smoking eases 
your bank balance, stops you con¬ 
stantly being surrounded by the 
smelly fog of stale smoke and dramat¬ 
ically reduces the health risks of 
which so much has been made. 

By the time you factor in the joys of 
a cigarette in a cosy pub have long 
since been outlawed, ditto smoking in 
anywhere with central heating as 
standard (other than your own 
home) and it appears a bit of a no- 
brainer. And we haven’t even touched 
upon the increasing sense of being a 
social outcast by lighting up in this 
day and age. 

Yet underestimating the power of 
the addiction and the psychological 
crutch it becomes, is done at your 
peril. 

So Stoptober - the uncomfortably 
named, now annual, campaign 
which started on Wednesday faces a 
tough task despite its simple premise. 


SMOKING is an odd habit at the 
best of times. It defies common- 
sense and logic and runs directly 
against the basic human instinct 
for self-preservation. 

But what the non-smoker cannot 
understand is that a combination of 
nicotine, tobacco and a mish-mash 
of other chemicals tricks your 
mind. It confuses it amid a fog of 
need and bloody-mindedness. 
Give up smoking, it re-wires your 
brain to say, and you’ll miss out on 
something to relax you, a key tool 
for socialising, and something to 
do with your hands. 

All nonsense, you only discover 
once you quit, but utterly set in 
stone when hooked. 

And for that reason, I took a 


It calls on smokers to stop lighting 
up just for the month of October. The 
idea being that if you can manage 
four weeks, the chances are you’ll 
continue the good work. Or, at least, 
realise that it can be done. 

Those who manage a month are, 
claims those behind the campaign, 
five times more likely to kick the habit 
for good. 

So if you’re pondering whether or 


perverse pride in puffing away 
when there was a No Smoking 
Day, and I would probably have 
smoked myself until I threw up to 
mark Stoptober. It makes no sense, 
but your brain is not operating 
under normal circumstances - it is 
being chemically altered. There 
really is a little goblin in there 
sending out false messages. 

The smoker, of course, is an odd 
animal. They pick up a habit which 
to start off with, involves puffing 
away on something which will 
make you feel sick for ages. 

Yet such is the bite of the 
chemicals, you’ll go back for more 
soon after. It seems fun to start off 
with, but, rest assured, you will 
hate yourself for it eventually. If 


not to take the plunge - or persuade a 
loved one to do so - what are the sta¬ 
tistics you need at hand? 

Arguably, the thought that by pay¬ 
ing for a smelly, high-cost habit 
which will eventually kill you or 
leave you with a debilitating illness, 
should be reason enough. 

But with an estimated 246,071 
smokers in the county - that’s some 
20.9 per cent of the Kent population, 


only for the fact it will drain the life 
not only out of you, but your bank 
balance. Oh, and despite what you 
may think, no-one will think you 
look cool. Really. 

I gave up smoking 18 months 
ago and have never felt better. If I 
feel a wobble, I dabble with one of 
the new e-cigarettes. They may 
not be completely safe - they have 
nicotine in them after all - but their 
hold over me is minimal, I rarely 
long for them, they cost about £4 
for a whole week and, fingers 
crossed, the health impact is 
barely noticeable. 

Whatever, it’s certainly a whole 
lot better than throwing my money 
and life into an ashtray. 

Chris Britcher 


a figure which is slightly up, worry- 
ingly, on last year - treating smok¬ 
ing-related illnesses with our coun¬ 
ty’s hospitals is bending the public 
purse to the tune of £77 million. That 
could be far better spent bolstering 
services which are already facing 
funding reductions. 

The good news, of course, is that 
help is at hand - all the smoker has to 
do is ask. 


Commissioned by Kent County 
Council, which now has responsibili¬ 
ty for public health issues, the Kent 
Community Health NHS Trust 
(KCHT) has been offering year-round 
support to help people quit smoking 
as well as running a series of Stopto¬ 
ber quit clubs. 

G raham Thomas, the stop 
smoking manager for 
KCHT, said: “It can be tough 
to quit smoking, but you 
don’t have to go it alone. 

“You’re up to 10 times more likely 
to quit with our support. If a quit club 
isn’t your thing, we also offer one-to- 
one sessions with trained advisors 
who can help you. 

“More than 60,000 people in Kent 
have quit with our support and many 
of our clients say it was easier than 
they thought it was going to be.” 

And, ultimately, that’s the key mes¬ 
sage worth remembering. The first 
few days are tough... but it gets easier 
from there on in. 

As well as promoting services to 
help people kick the habit, KCC has 
also signed up to government consul¬ 
tations which are aiming to intro¬ 
duce plain packaging on cigarette 
packets and banning smoking in cars 
which have children as passengers. 
Last year there was a 10 per cent 
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Are e-cigarettes the secret weapon in the 
fight to cut down the number of smokers? 


THE dawn of Stoptober has helped to 
reignite the debate over electronic 
cigarettes. 

Battery-powered, users inhale a 
water vapour containing nicotine 
and the flavour of their choice. 

Without any tobacco or the 
smell of traditional cigarettes, they 
are becoming increasingly popular 
alternatives - especially as the liquid 
flavours are just a fraction of the cost. 

They have gained cautious support 
from many health professionals, who 
argue that although they may not be 
completely safe, they are certainly 
safer than combustible cigarettes or 
tobacco. 

A spokesperson for Medway 
Council’s public health team said: 
“E-cigarettes used alongside support 
from a trained stop smoking 
practitioner is likely to improve a 
smoker’s chances of quitting 
completely. 

“It is recommended that quitting 
all forms of nicotine is the best option 
for smokers. However, e-cigarette 
use is increasing in smokers wanting 
to quit. This is particularly the case 
among smokers who want to reduce 
the health risks associated with 
smoking or to save money. 

“Whilst data is still being collected 
on the effectiveness of e-cigarettes, 
there is a growing amount of 
evidence that suggests that e-ciga¬ 


rettes can have a beneficial impact in 
reducing cravings and the number of 
cigarettes smoked.” 

However, others have noticed 
significant downsides to using them. 

The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and British Medical Associa¬ 
tion (BMA) have both expressed 
concerns about the devices - known 
as vaporisers - and professionals 
have worried they could act as a 
‘gateway’ or normalise smoking 
cigarettes. 

John Dicey, worldwide managing 
director and senior therapist at 
Allen Carr’s Easy way, a stop 
smoking clinic which has a centre in 
Maidstone, said: “Our research 
indicates that most people who use 
e-cigarettes also continue to smoke 
and in doing that any health benefits 
of using them are lost. 

“Someone smoking even three or 
four cigarettes a day means the harm 
deduction side of it is destroyed. 

“From our point of view it’s much 
easier if people just stop completely. 

“Most of the reports are that where 
people used to smoke when they 
could and not smoke when they 
couldn’t, they were smoking when 
they could and vaping when they 
couldn’t, and actually taking in 
more nicotine than ever before. 

“Before too long they just realised 

they would rather stop.” GROWING : The market in e-cigarettes - the above known as vaporisers - is demonstrating a real shift in smoking 
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Cheekatrade 


FREE Survey, FREE Design, FREE Quotations 


01622 619876 ■ 

The Oast, Clock House Farm Heath Rd, 1113 
Coxheath, Maidstone ME17 4PB 

www.m-b-k.co.uk f 
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Pensioner proves it's not 
too late to start stopping 


increase in referrals to the stop smok¬ 
ing service and the council is keen to 
tackle the problem further. 

A key target is to nip in the bud 
those taking up the habit in the first 
place - especially the under-19s for 
whom smoking continues to carry an 
image of teenage rebellion and a rite 
of passage for many. 

In line with Public Health Eng¬ 
land’s recommendations, the council 
is trying to stop people smoking in 
the first place, help them quit if they 
do fall into its trap, and de-normalise 
the habit by making homes, cars and 
family spaces smoke free. 

Six areas - Ashford, Canterbury, 
Dover, Gravesham, Sevenoaks and 
Tunbridge Wells - have shown a reduc¬ 
tion in smoking levels, and Dover has 
seen a significant drop of 4.5 per cent. 

Shepway, however, has seen the 
greatest increase in the number of 
people who smoke, rising from 20.9 
per cent in 2013 to 27.1 per cent, an 
increase of 6.2 per cent. 

Overall, the county is slightly 

k k Last year, 20,332 
people across Surrey, 
Kent and Sussex signed 
up to quit smoking 
through Stoptober 
which has proved to be 
a fantastic platform JJ 


Dr Graham Bickler, director 
from Public Health England 


TERRY Snell, a 67-year-old 
retired fire officer from Maid¬ 
stone, smoked 25 cigarettes a day 
before deciding that enough was 
enough. 

Since quitting last year, he said 
that his life has changed for the 
better. He has helped his partner 
to quit too and hopes to encour¬ 
age others to follow suit. 

1 1 stopped when I was about 30 
for a few years and then I started 
again when I was about 35, and 
went from 35 right up until I 
stopped last year. 

“I packed up work and I was 
trying a bit of exercise on a push 
bike and found I was getting 
tighter breathing and coughing 
and spluttering, and I thought the 
best thing I can do is pack up 
smoking before smoking packs 
me up. 

“I feel far, far better. My sense 
of smell has come back, I can 
taste more, I have got more 
energy. 

‘ 1 am still coughing and am told 


above the average when it comes to 
the number of smokers. 

The high numbers make the Stop¬ 
tober campaign more important than 
ever. 

Graham Gibbens, KCC cabinet 
member for adult social care and pub¬ 
lic health, said: “This is a great oppor- 


this could go on for the next three 
years as my lungs are now 
getting rid of all the gunge. I still 
feel better for it. 

“I was prescribed tablets, 
they did a 12-week course in 
that. I was about six weeks into it 
when I thought - I’ll see what 
happens with not going any 
further with them. Then it was all 
down to willpower. 

“As far as I am concerned if I 
can get one other person to stop 
smoking and lengthen their life 
then I have got a result. 

“You’ve got to say to yourself 
‘let’s pack these things up’. If I can 
do that the chances are I may well 
live another five or six years and 
I’d much rather do that and see 
my great grand children than not. 

“You’ve got to have a positive 
idea of what you’ll gain and why 
you want to do it. Just be totally 
positive about it, have a goal and 
go for that goal. 

“It’s in the mind, not the body. If 
I can do it then anyone can.” 


tunity to help those who want to quit 
and encourage others too. 

“Smoking is no laughing matter 
though, and the health dangers asso¬ 
ciated with this have been well publi¬ 
cised. We are lobbying hard to ad¬ 
dress key issues around smoking and 
there is also a fantastic range of help 


and support available to people who 
want to quit and I’d urge anyone who 
wants to give up, to sign up.” 

Dr Graham Bickler, director of the 
Public Health England centre for Kent, 
Surrey and Sussex, said: “Last year, 
20,332 people across Kent, Surrey and 
Sussex signed up to quit smoking 


through Stoptober which has proved 
itself to be a fantastic platform for peo¬ 
ple to quit and offers all the support 
that smokers may need to take the first 
step to stopping for good.” 

■ To find out more information 
about the Stoptober campaign visit 
stoptober.smokefree.nhs.uk. 


Fabulous Bathrooms & Stunning Fireplaces 

AT EXCEPTIONAL PRICES 


SALE NOW ON 



Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
T: 01634 813813 | E: sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 
W: www.morrisandturner.co.uk 


Chatham Branch Opening Hours: 08:30 - 17:00 Monday - Friday 
09:00- 17:00 Saturday | Sunday - Sorry Closed 


GIRLINGS’ 
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MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call GIRLINGS’ MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE HELPDESK on 

0845 2221 999 

For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 
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Girlings 


www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


NTW 


Week ending October 5,2014 21 
































Labour of love sees Darling Buds 



PICTURESQUE : Mr Coulsen bought the farm in Pluckley for £1.35 million 


When Simon Coulsen saw ramshackle farm from much-loved 
TV show was up for sale he had to buy it, writes Chris Murphy 


I T KEPT millions of us glued to 
the screens during the 1990s, as 
the television version of HE Bates’ 
classic Darling Buds of May en¬ 
chanted a new generation. 
What’s more, with HE Bates spend¬ 
ing much of his life in Little Chart, and 
the filming of the show taking place in 
and around the village of Pluckley, 
near Ashford, it was particularly 
embraced by those in the county. 

Now the site, which comprises of four 
buildings and was used as the home of 
Pop and Ma Larkin and their family, 
can be your holiday destination. 

Current owner of what was known 
as Buss Farm - and now Darling Buds 
Farm - is Simon Coulsen, 43, who 
snapped the place up for £1.35 mil¬ 
lion after hearing devotees of the 
show still make pilgrimages to its 
doorstep. 

The imposing site comes complete 
with traditional Kentish oast house. 

The programmes, based on Bates’ 
1958 novel, were made between 1991 
and 1993 starring David Jason and 
Pam Ferris, as well as giving a young 
Catherine Zeta-Jones her big break. 

Four series were made of the popu¬ 
lar ITV programme. 

Now the businessman and self-con¬ 
fessed fan of the show has created a self¬ 
catering destination - which can be 
yours from around £700 a week. 


Mr Coulsen, who runs marketing 
training courses for would-be entre¬ 
preneurs, said: “I grew up in the Me- 
opham and Gravesend areas, always 
loved the show and fancied an escape 
to the countryside. 

“Around about six years ago I 
bought a barn conversion in the area, 
really because of the show. 

“While living there, I went along to a 
classic car show that takes place at the 
Darling Buds farm a couple of times. 

“Looking around, I thought ‘what 
a waste’. The farm had been neglect¬ 
ed and buildings were falling down 
and rotting away. 

“I thought then it could be some 
sort of tourist attraction. 

“Some years later I saw it was up 
for sale and thought it would be great 
to buy it and do something with it. 

“So I viewed it and saw it was in a 
bit of a state. The oast, which is in the 
opening titles of the show, was under 
water because the back wall had 
cracked and there were problems of 
drainage on the land. 

“One of the out-buildings had a 
1960s mainframe computer in it as the 
previous owner was a bit of a geek and 
was in IT. Other buildings had cracks 
that you could put your fist in to. 

“A lovely Tudor barn was stuffed 
floor to ceiling with old junk and liter¬ 
ally falling down. 


“I saw past all of the mess and 
thought I would give it a punt. I 
bought it, and then had a year of fun 
with the planners to get permission 
and go-ahead on it. 

“That came through in January 
this year. From then we got cracking 
on getting the oast ready for the car 
show in July: the cart lodge opened 
in August; and I am currently work¬ 
ing on the barn to turn it in to a house 
for me. 

“That move will free up the Lar¬ 
kin’s farmhouse which will be avail¬ 
able from next Easter. 

“It has all been a big undertaking. 
On top of what I bought it for, I am 
spending as much again in convert¬ 
ing all the buildings.” 

When asked if he did it just to make 
a profit or if it was all just part of a 
romantic long-term love affair, he 
said: “A bit of both. I think it will pay 
dividends in the long run, but argua¬ 
bly you could have taken the same 
money and made a profit quicker 
doing something else with it. 

“This is a unique piece of history 
and what price do you put on that? 

“It is a bit of a labour of love - it may 
take 20 or 30 years to make some 
money back on it, but what a lovely 
place to live in the meantime.” 

Prices for the various self-catering 
units start at £695 to £995 a week. 
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Join us. 
We'll give 
you support 
to grow. 


Qualified nurse? We have 
vacancies across Kent. 

Come and find out more 
at our recruitment fair. 


Maidstone Museum 
and Bentlif Art Gallery, 

St Faith's Street, 
Maidstone, Kent MEM 1LH 


Friday, 17 October 
2 to 4pm 


Pop along for a chat to 
find out more and see 
what opportunities we 
have available. 
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DARTFORD BOOK ONLINE: ORCHARDTHEATRE.CQ.UK 

ORCHARD THEATRE TICKET OFFICE: 01322 22000 C 
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Visit www.kentcht.nhs.uk/jobs 
or phone 01474 360555. 
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fan create ‘perfick’ holiday home 
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HALF TERM 
FEEL GOOD FUN 

Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel 


Family fun for 
just £20! 

2 Adults & 2 children* 
Swimming, pitch & putt, 
tennis courts 

Receive 20% off food & 
beverage on the day 



Saturday 25th October -Sunday 2 November. Additional children chargeable at £3 per child. Valid 
daily between 9am and 5pm. Booking recommended. Call 0844 815 9045 Towels not provided. 
Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer 


Name: 

Email:. 


(For office only) Date of entry.Staff Signature 
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ACCIDENT CLAIM? 


We can help with 
your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (Headway 
Approved Solicitors 2014) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 


Call GIRUNGS PERSONAL 
INJURY SOLICITORS on 

0845 2221 999 
no obligation that 
about your claim 


jjt & 


apil 

www, g i rl i ngs perso n al i n jury. co.uk 


Mir Ljw Vqtfi i 


KENT no win no fee specialists 
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Every fancied running 
away to join the circus? 
Caroline Read ventures 
under the big top to ask 
one of Kent’s leading 
circus operators how it 
continues to survive in 
today’s digital world... 

F OR 10 months of the year, business¬ 
man John Lawson is a very difficult 
person to get hold of. 

If he’s not on the road with a convoy 
of trucks and trailers, he’s busy setting 
up or taking down a big top, making numerous 
phone calls or even occasionally donning a 
clown’s wig and make-up. 

But for Mr Lawson this is just a way of life. 
Having inherited his father’s business in his 
early 20s he very quickly learned that it’s not all 
fun behind the scenes. 

His father was the fascinating ‘Captain’ John 
Lawson and the family business in question was 
John Lawson’s Circus, which celebrates its 40th 
anniversary this year. 

Mr Lawson explains how one of his father’s 
many unusual interests sparked the foundation 
of one of only two Kent-based circuses in the 
1970s. 

“This was always my Dad’s dream rather 
than our generation as such,” he says. 

“My Dad, who’s long since died, was a really 
interesting bloke. In his time he was a Royal 
Marine, a private detective, a writer for MGM. 

“But later in life he joined Gerry Cottle’s 
Circus; his main interest back then though was 
the animals to be honest. 

“When he got there he was noticed because 
he spoke well and they didn’t have a ringmaster 
at the time. They said ‘you’d be a good ringmas¬ 
ter’ and he got landed with that job. 

“And from there he started his own show.” 

At the time his father set up the circus, Mr 
Lawson was only 11 so he wasn’t born into it 
like so many circus families are. In fact he had a 
rather conventional upbringing: the family 
lived in Golden Green, near Tonbridge, and he 
attended the super-selective Judd School. 

“I had the advantage of having a good educa¬ 
tion at Judd, which is something a lot of circus 
people don’t have,” he explains. 

“It’s better now, of course, but in the old days 
you really struggled to get a good education. 
Nowadays, with computers and the national 
curriculum, wherever circus children are in the 
country they can catch up, just like they would 
if they were in one school all-year-round.” 

But even though he had no real intention of 
following in his father’s footsteps, Mr Lawson 
found himself helping out at the circus more 
and more frequently. 

“We all pitched in and ended up getting more 
involved. It’s just what you do with a family 
business really. Whether it was a family butch¬ 
er’s shop, a pub or a circus, I’d have been expect¬ 
ed to help out. My Dad died when I was quite 
young so I took over in my early 20s and I’ve 
been running it ever since. I think I’d always 
have come back to it, even if I had gone off and 
done something else at first. I do enjoy it - it’s a 
way of life.” 

To say that it came from humble beginnings 
would be an understatement. 

It was some years before Captain John Law- 
son could afford a tent of any kind, and when 
it did eventually come, it was a second-hand 
flower show marquee. 

“The first show my Dad ever did was long be¬ 
fore we had a big top. 

“We did a few sports halls over the winter sea¬ 
son and the first one was in Hastings, Christmas 
1974. Then we did some outdoor shows at 
things like galas and festivals. 

“There used to be a lot in the 1970s; business¬ 
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Son is happy downing 
around to keep family 
name in the spotlight 


es would have family fun days for their employ¬ 
ees - all the mining communities would have 
these lavish days for their workers. We were 
paid to put an outdoor show on for them. 

“We did that for a few years and then eventu¬ 
ally my Dad got enough money together to buy 
an old flower show white marquee, which we 
used as a big top. 

“We’d put on shows at little village greens and 
recreations grounds around Kent: all the tiny 
little places. It was a different world and people 
were always generally pleased to see us.” 

It was indeed a different world. With only 
three channels available on old-fashioned tele¬ 
vision sets, no home computers and mobile 
phones beyond most people’s wildest imagina¬ 
tion, live entertainment and good old family fun 


used to be high on people’s agendas. 

“There weren’t the great television choices 
that people have these days,” Mr Lawson says. 

“With laptops and mobile phones people have 
so much entertainment these days, at their fin¬ 
gertips. It’s changing all the time. You can hire 
a film now with the press of a button and watch 
it anywhere. 

“In those days people were probably a little 
less sophisticated and there wasn’t much enter¬ 
tainment about, so the circus was very popular 
touring round all the little communities. The 
circus coming to town was a real event.” 

Much has changed in 40 years and Captain 
John Lawson, who died in 1985, probably 
wouldn’t recognise the world now. Animal acts 
are a thing of the past and circus performers 

NTW 


these days have to vie with computer games to 
gain the attention of the younger generation. 

But Mr Lawson, who now lives in Smarden, 
insists the circus has changed with the times 
too and with a high demand for tickets, he can 
prove it hasn’t lost its magic. 

They perform at 60 venues a year, with 500 
individual performances. 

“Our show, I’m glad to say, has improved a lot 
since those early days. This year we’ve got some 
fantastic Ukrainian artists and I watch their act 
most nights if I’m here because it’s unbelievable. 

“I think entertainment has become so sophis¬ 
ticated that people don’t often see any live enter¬ 
tainment anymore. And therefore we get a good 
turn out because they want that experience. It’s 
gone full circle if you like. 

“We get a lot of parents keen to bring their 
children to the circus because they worry about 
them sat in front of a computer all day. It doesn’t 
offend anybody; you can bring the whole family 
from tiny kids to the grandmas - and there’s 
something about it that everybody will love.” 

W hat John Lawson’s Circus prides 
itself on is that it has remained 
small and intimate. 

It won an award as the best 
small circus in the country and can seat up to 
450 in comfortable bucket seats. Unlike its early 
days, everything is state-of-the-art and the em¬ 
phasis is on comfort and safety. 

A real family venture, the business also 
boasts Mr Lawson’s younger sister - who used 
to be a juggler but works behind the scenes now 
- and his brother-in-law, ringmaster Attila En- 

kk I think entertainment 
has become so sophisticated 
that people don’t often see any 
live entertainment anymore. 
And therefore we get a good 
turn out because they want 
that experience ff 


John Lawson, on why he thinks circuses 
continue to be a huge attraction for families 
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BALANCING ACT: John Lawson's Circus is 
celebrating its 40th anniversary this year, one 
of only two Kent-based circuses when it began 

dresz. Mr Endresz, originally from Budapest, is a 
seventh generation circus artist. 

The younger generation, who travel with 
them, are also showing a keen interest in join¬ 
ing the business. Mr Lawson’s son is particular¬ 
ly interested in the logistics; putting up the tent 
and using the forklift to move heavy equipment 
- all of which is an important part of the job. 

“We’re there for three days and we arrive in 
the evening and everything has to go up; the 
tent, the seating, the lighting. 

“My son’s interested in that side of things. 
Whether he’ll ever be a performer I don’t know 
but it’s an equally important job. If the circus 
isn’t ready on the first night there’s no show.” 

And everyone is expected to pitch in. 

Only recently Mr Lawson stepped into the role 
of the clown for two months when they were let 
down by the one they had booked. 

Getting let down by an artist is something 
that happens from time to time with the high 
turnover of seasonal circus performers. 

“It’s a bit worrying that only about 10 or 15 
years ago there were a lot more British circus 
performers but now they’re mostly Eastern Eu¬ 
ropean really. 

“I know the old Communist countries used to 
put a lot of money into the circus; they consid¬ 
ered it an art form, like ballet and opera, and set 
up circus schools to train loads of people up. 

“That funding was withdrawn when every¬ 
thing collapsed so they were looking for work. 
It’s great, but they do just do the season and 
leave so the artists are constantly changing. 

“Mind you there are a few circus skills schools 
that have been set up in England these days 
so hopefully that’ll lead to more home-grown 
performers.” 

But it’s health and safety that has had the big¬ 
gest impact on what circuses can and can’t do 
over the past couple of decades. In some extreme 
cases Mr Lawson has had council health and 
safety assessors suggesting aerial performers 
wear hard hats during their act. 

“And, of course, under the Labour govern¬ 
ment we had licensing for circuses and that was 
a real pain,” adds Mr Lawson. 

“We had to get a new licence for every venue 
we went to so we had all the forms to fill out in 
advance and we had to contact the local police 
station, environmental people and all that. That 
was a real nightmare. 

“That’s changed again now, but there’s still 



an awful lot more admin and business than 
there was when we first set up the circus. 

“I spend all winter booking all our sites for the 
following year and getting the health and safety 
sorted. It’s a changing world for everybody, but 
it has made our business that much harder.” 

Although they now tour the length and 
breadth of the country, John Lawson’s Circus 
will always call Kent home. From their origins 
performing at small fetes and then on to recrea¬ 
tion grounds at some of the smallest villages 
across the county, they are a much loved part of 
many people’s childhood memories of Kent. 

“What’s great is that we go back to places like 
Bearstead every year and people who came 
along to see a show as kids are bringing their 
children now,” says Mr Lawson. 

“There’s a real nostalgia about the circus; it’s 
something from your childhood that you want 
to share with the next generation of your family. 
I don’t see that changing any time soon.” 
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www.pineandthings.co.uk Tel: 01227 470283 established 35 years, open i days a week 
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Sixth Form 
scholarships 
available 
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ASHFORD SCHOOL 


DEFINING EXCELLENCE 


An outstanding school in the heart 
of Ashford with pupils who are 

exceptionally creative. ISI inspection 2014 

We are one of only a few schools Come and see how your child could 
in England to have received such benefit from an environment where 
a glowing endorsement. pupils welcome challenge and 

achieve excellent A-level results. 


For enquiries please call or 
email our registrar Rachael Cox. 

01233739030 

registrar@ashfordschool.co.uk 

A full range of bursaries and 
scholarships is available. 


tSSt QUAMV/O f/?/ 

/nan 


ASHFORD SCHOOL 


Adventurous Learning 
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A TIGHT UNIT: Mnozil Brass are taking in the Assembly Hall Theatre, Tunbridge Wells, on their 20th-anniversary tour, which has just eight UK dates 

The crazy brass band from 
Austria who cry at Python 

The senses will be in for a busy time when Mnozil Brass visit the county with their 
distinctive mix of music, theatre, dancing and jokes, as David Mairs discovers 


T HOSE crazy, zany 
Austrians, eh! 

Not, perhaps, 
something you thought 
you would ever read, 
even if you had encountered 
Bruno, one of Sacha Baron Cohen’s 
more ridiculous alter egos. 

However, the campest fashion 
journalist on the planet does not 
have a monopoly on Austrian 
wackiness, which is where we turn 
to Mnozil Brass, a seven-piece band 
that mix musical ability with what 
is described as “a totally unique 
brand of musical theatre”. 

Their own PR puff articulates 
the experience thus: “They switch 
between musical genres, honed 
visual comedy and vocal dexterity 
- with a hefty dose of sheer 
athleticism on trombone, tuba and 
trumpet thrown in.” 

They have delighted audiences 
across the world. Hearts and minds 
have been won in Australia, China, 
Japan, Russia, Israel, Canada, 


Europe, Taiwan and the US, while 
in recent years they have produced 
three operas. 

They have come a long way since 
meeting as students at the 
University of Music in Vienna, 
where they would drink in a pub 
owned by one Herr Josef Mnozil. 

From 1993 the group would play 
there regularly, soon discovering 
that people wanted to be 
entertained, not just played to. 

“Slapstick and surreal comedy 
found its way into their 
presentation and the idiosyncrasies 
of each player merely added to the 
overall effect,” we are told. 

Such is the esteem in which they 
are held that, for the anniversary 
of the birth of Richard Wagner, the 
band have been asked to produce a 
work for the town of Bayreuth, 
where the great composer lived 
until his death. 

So, are they as zany a bunch as 
first impressions might suggest? 

“Yes, sometimes,” said Mnozil 
Brass trumpeter Thomas Gansch. 


“But we have pretty normal family 
lives with kids.” 

So how does the zaniness 
translate to the stage? 

“We perform jokes. We don’t use 
words a lot - it’s more mime. 

There’s singing, playing and 
dancing and at the end we 
announce the people who have 
been involved.” 

Although he doesn’t know 
Tunbridge Wells, where the band 
will be playing this week, Gansch 
is looking forward to playing the 
UK on this 20th-anniversary tour. 

“I think there’s a strong 
connection between Austrian and 
British humour, both of which are 
very dark,” he said. “And of course 
there is a huge brass-band tradition 
in this country. 

“I grew up with Monty Python. If 
I had been free, I would have flown 
to London to see them on their 
reunion, but I wasn’t. It was a 
shame, a bloody shame. 

“I saw some of it on TV and when 
they sang Always Look On The 


Bright Side Of Life I had an urge to 
cry. I’m very emotional.” 

And are Mnozil Brass audiences 
ever moved to tears? 

“Maybe by the smell of us leaping 
about on the stage.” 

Really? What could possibly 
cause such a chain reaction? 

“Do you really want to know? It 
depends what we’ve been eating. 

“Although maybe sometimes we 
do make people cry with laughter, 
or sometimes with boredom.” 

Assuming they can see through 
the tears, whatever their cause, 
what can fans expect? 

“We select pieces from all genres 
that we like and combine them.” 

Which, just possibly, means 
there will be something for everyone. 
■ Mnozil Brass are at the 
Assembly Hall Theatre, 
Tunbridge Wells, on Thursday, 
October 9, at 7.30pm. Tickets are 
priced at £25 for adults and £16 
for children. Visit www. 
assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk or 
phone 01892 530613. 
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Lodge Ownership at The “Fabulous” 

Foxhunter Park 



Contact us on: 01843 821311 

www.thefoxhunterpark.co.uk 

The Foxhuntef Parlf 

We would love to tell you more about our exclusive Holiday Park, 

Contact us on: 01843 821311 
E - Mail reception@thefoxhunterpark. co.uk 
The Foxhunter Park, Monkton, Nr Ramsgate, Kent. CT12 4JG 


Probably The Worlds 
Best Holiday Park 


/ his year sees the arrival of a prestigious development of 
the UKs Finest lodges at this multi award winning Holiday 
park in the heart of Kent. The Foxhunter Park has long been 
thought of as the UK’s leading holiday park, with its easy 
access from London it is plain to see why the holiday homes 
on this stunning park have been in such high demand. 


A beautiful development of 43 lodges set in landscaped 
grounds. 

^ Luxurious Lodges from £110,000 
^ A selection of market leading lodges 
^ Over lOOOsq ft of spacious accommodation 
* Private decks and individual parking 


The park for everyone set in the heart of the 
Garden of Eden. 


* Bar & Restaurant 

* Regular entertainments programme 

* Large separate play areas and games room for children 
Stunning outdoor swimming pool 

* Caravan holiday homes from £29,000 
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Peter Pan cast sprinkle fairy dust on proceedings at launch of this year’s Assembly Hall Theatre panto 



B ELLS Yew Green came 
alive to the sound of 
cutlasses and cannons 
when the cast of Peter 
Pan got the launch of the 
Assembly Hall Theatre’s pantomime 
under way. 

Panto stars on board for the event 
were Mark Moraghan (Captain 
Hook) and Gemma Hunt (Tinker 
Bell), along with Jessica Punch (Peter 
Pan) and Mark James (Smee). 

The events was held at Team 
Dynamics International, which is 
known for its training and conference 
facilities and situated on a 200-acre 
site outside Tunbridge Wells. 


Moraghan, known to millions 
for his portrayal of Owen Davis in 
the BBC1 medical drama Holby City 
and more recently as the narrator of 
much-loved children’s TV show 
Thomas The Tank Engine, has also 
appeared in series such as Brookside, 
Heartbeat and Celebrity MasterChef. 

This year he will play the dastardly 
villain Captain Hook in a production 
once again staged by the world’s 
largest pantomime producer, UK 
Productions. 

Joining him in Neverland will be 
presenter Gemma Hunt as Tinker 
Bell. She regularly hosted CBBC’s 
live TV coverage at Wimbledon and 


has appeared on ChuckleVision 
and in the CBeebies pantomime. 

Peter Pan promises magical 
family entertainment for the 
festive season. What would 
Christmas be without pantomime? 
Especially one full of pirates, fairies 
flying scenes and great music. 

Produced by Martin Dodd, from 
UK Productions, Peter Pan will be 
appearing at the Assembly Hall 
Theatre, Tunbridge Wells, from 
Friday, December 12, until Sunda; 
January 4. Tickets are available frc 
the Assembly Hall Theatre box office 
on 01892 530613 or online at www. 
assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk. 


GRIPPING TALE: Casualty star Mark Moraghan and CBeebies presenter 
Gemma Hunt play Captain Hook and Tinkerbell in this year’s Peter Pan show 


BBC stars ready for trip to 
everland this Christmas 




Chalkwell 

DayBreaks by Coach 


BBC Broadcasting 
House Tour 
17th November 2014 
Adult £33.00 

For more information call 01795 423982 
or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk 
Quote ‘ARC 108’ when you book. 


Hever Castle at 
Christmas Time 
6th December 2014 
Adult £37.00 
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Knitting & Stitching Show at the 
Alexandra Palace 
12th October 2014 
£34.00 


Christmas at the Garden Centres 
with Chris Goode 
12th November 2014 
£35.00 


wma 



No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 


www.manvanandsam 


01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-1 pm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


IT PAYS TO 
ADVERTISE 

Call 01233653465 
www.kentnews.co.uk 
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BOOK NOW 


^Bloomers Restaurant 

Cos,, Intimate, candlelit,^ romantic 


01474 322131 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA 11 0EF 

www. over cliffehotelkent .co.uk 


r ^\\e Loca/ 

Handyman 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

Vcall Clive: 07765 663322/ 
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Dance company roll back the years as 






UK national dance 
company brings 
its unique take on 
the art form with 
return of modern- 
day classic and 
piece inspired by 
Hadron Collider 


R AMBERT, Britain’s 

national dance company, 
returns to Canterbury 
this month with a line-up 
that includes Rooster, 
featuring the iconic music of The 
Rolling Stones. 

Also on the bill at The Marlowe is a 
new piece inspired by the science of 
the cosmos. 

Christopher Bruce’s Rooster pays 
homage to the Swinging Sixties. 
Sharp-suited, snake-hipped men and 
strong, sassy women perform 
virtuoso courtship dances set to 
some of the Stones’ most famous 



tunes, including Not Fade Away, 
Paint It Black, As Tears Go By, 
Sympathy For The Devil and Little 
Red Rooster. 

One of the country’s leading 
choreographers, Bruce’s work is in 
demand around the world. He is a 
former dancer and artistic director 
with Rambert, who first performed 
Rooster in 1994. 

The piece quickly became 
established as a modern classic and 
a firm audience favourite and it is 
making a return to the UK stage in 
2014 after a 13-year absence. 

Rambert artistic director Mark 





NICOL & PAUL WALDEN FOR FLYING ENTERTAINMENT 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH JOHN TAYLOR Presents 


PETE BROWN • PHIL CAPALDI 
BEN LEE • MIKE NICHOLS 

Sunday 19 October 7.30pm 

www.joebrown.co.uk ffl 


80th Anniversary Tour 

with ROCKY ATHAS. GREG RZAB JAY DAVENPORT 


Tuesday 21 October 7.30pm 
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Ui'iw : If/’ 

Thursd. 

jy 23 October 7.30pm 


Paul Jones'Miked Abo 
Mike Hugg * Tom McGuiuness 1 Rob Townsend 
Marcus Cliffe' Simon Currie 

5-4-3-2-1 • Just Like A Woman • Do Wah Diddy 
Semi Detached Suburban Mr James • Sha La La 
Ha! Ha! Said the Clown • Come Tomorrow 
The Mighty Quinn • If You Gotta Go, Go Now 
My Name is Jack • The One in the Middle 
Fox on the Run • Pretty Flamingo • Ragamuffin Man 


Friday 5 December 7.30pm 

MAXIMUM RHYTHM ‘N 9 BLUES 


ASSEMBLY HALL 

THEATRE 


Box Office 01892 530613 www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk 

www.flyingmusicBOXOFFICE.com 0844 2491000 
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science 



Baldwin’s new work, The Strange 
Charm Of Mother Nature, is the 
latest in his series of dances inspired 
by science. 

Following earlier works that 
brought to life the theories of 
Einstein and Darwin, The Strange 
Charm Of Mother Nature looks at 
particle physics and the discovery of 
the Higgs boson ‘God Particle’. 

Inspired by a visit to the Large 
Hadron Collider, the world’s largest 
and most powerful particle collider, 
in Switzerland, this work sees the 
dancers fizz with the energy of the 
microscopic particles that created 


and the Stones collide on stage 



life and the universe. 

The musical accompaniment 
includes Bach’s Brandenburg 
Concerto No 3, Stravinsky’s 
Dumbarton Oaks and a new piece 
composed by Cheryl Frances-Hoad, 
all played live by the Rambert 
Orchestra. 

Also featured in the programme is 
Richard Alston’s short, sharp solo, 
Dutiful Ducks, choreographed to the 
tongue-twisting word poem of the 
same name by Charles 
Amirkhanian. 

It is paired with Merce 
Cunningham’s Sounddance, 


featuring David Tudor’s electronic 
score, improvised live each night. 

Rambert are at The Marlowe 
Theatre at 7.30pm from Wednesday 
Friday, October 8-10. 

Tickets, priced from £9.50 to 
£27.50 (concessions available; 
booking fee applies), are from the 
box office on 01227 787787 or at 
marlowetheatre.com. 

There will be a sign language- 
interpreted performance on 
Wednesday, September 8. The free 
pre-show talk with Mark Baldwin 
(6.30pm, booking required) is also 
being signed. 



GETTING SATISFACTION: Rambert will be performing their classic 
piece Rooster, the Rolling Stones-inspired work that was first seen in 1994 



VIENNA FESTIVAL BALLET 

THE NUTCRACKER 


Audiences have the opportunity to catch 
one of Tchaikovsky’s world famous classical 
ballets The Nutcracker when the highly 
acclaimed Vienna Festival Ballet company 
returns to town. 

The enchanting tale of The Nutcracker 
follows Clara and her nutcracker doll, which 
magically transforms into a princely soldier. 
Their adventures see the Prince and Clara 
combat the Mouse King and join the Sugar 
Plum Fairy on a wonderful trip to a Kingdom 
made entirely of sweets. 


Thursday 16th October 5pm & 8pm 
Stag Community Centre 
Sevenoaks: 01732 450175 

Friday 17th October 7.30pm 
Leas Cliff Hall 
Folkestone: 01303 228600 

Sunday 19th October 5pm 
Winter Gardens 
Margate: 01843 292795 



31* October - 
2 nd November 


.+/:/ 


Christmas ' 


Kent County Showground, 
Detling, Maidstone, ME14 3JF. 
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James happy for stage premiere 
to lift the lid on a story of deceit 


L OVERS of crime-thrillers 
rejoice! After the hit 
premiere stage production 
of Peter James’s The Perfect 
Murder at The Orchard 
Theatre in Dartford earlier this year, 
the best-selling work of this gifted 
novelist returns in the winter. 

This time the adaptation of his 
most famous and popular book to 
date, Dead Simple, will be premiered. 

James took part in a suitably 
claustrophobic photo opportunity at a 
London funeral directors when, like 


the protagonist Michael Harrison, he 
found himself inside a coffin. 

When asked how he felt about 
Dead Simple being premiered at The 
Orchard Theatre, he said: “I’m 
hugely looking forward to coming. 

“Dead Simple, which is quite a 
change of atmosphere to The Perfect 
Murder, is a play that’s going to work 
extremely well in The Orchard. 

“The Perfect Murder is very much 
a black comedy, whereas this is quite 
a dark thriller and I think it’s going 
to have some very scary moments in 


it and I think The Orchard Theatre is 
just a beautiful venue for it.” 

Michael Harrison has it all: great 
career, great friends and a beautiful 
fiancee. But when his stag-night 
prank goes horribly wrong, Michael 
finds himself alone, buried alive and 
facing a terrifying fate. 

As time runs out and the terror 
grows, Detective Superintendent 
Roy Grace tries to solve Michael’s 
mysterious disappearance. But as he 
begins to unravel a tangled web of 
deceit and treachery, Grace fears 


Michael will never be found in time. 

Directed by Olivier Award-winner 
Ian Talbot and adapted by award¬ 
winning writer Shaun McKenna, 
this thriller has all the classic twists 
and turns of a Peter James novel. 

James has sold more than 14 
million books of his Roy Grace series 
and is published in 36 languages. 

■ Dead Simple will be at The 
Orchard Theatre from Wednesday 
to Saturday, January 14-17, 2015. For 
more details, visit orchardtheatre. 
co.uk or phone 01322 220000. 



OPENING UP: Author Peter James’ 
Dead Simple comes to The Orchard 


Emotions flying high as French troupe promises to have Off day 



FRENCH acrobats will fly through 
the air with the greatest of ease for 
your enjoyment at Quarterhouse in 
Folkestone next month. 

Starring a fantastic cast of highly 
accomplished circus performers, 
Off journeys from the surreal to the 
surprising to give an extraordinary 
night out at the theatre. 

This new show from gifted French 
ensemble Cie Kiai explores the 
mysteries of the mind and 
communicates a spectrum of 
emotions using the physical skills of 


a contortionist, a hip-hop dancer, a 
hand-stander, an acrobat and a 
clown. 

A feast for the eyes, Off is 
accompanied by hypnotic electro- 
music driven by original pulsing 
baselines and rhythmic beats. 

Darkly comic, mischievous and 
with a very big trampoline, this 
opportunity to catch the UK premiere 
from Cie Kiai is truly a one Off! 

The talented acrobats have been 
exciting and delighting audiences 
since 1994 and have developed a 


style that has wowed audiences 
around the world. 

If you joined Quarterhouse for the 
incredible K’boum last autumn then 
you will know how awe-inspiring 
these acrobats can be. Off is similar 
but even more hair-raising. 

Off will be at Quarterhouse, 
Folkestone, on Saturday, October 18, 
at 7pm. Tickets are priced at £6 for 
adults, £5 for children and £20 for a 
family ticket (two adults and two 
children). Phone 01303 760750 or 
visit www.quarterhouse.co.uk. 



Supported by 


British Heart 
Foundation 


12 October 2014 

30 or 56 miles 
Visit bhf.org.uk/kentcoast 


OUR PERFECT FAMILY RIDE 


FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE VIKING BIKE RIDE 


REffidgr post: 
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Our new Qoa/^ 


NOW OPEN 

Whatever your event 
we can cater for you 
in our newly refurbished 
function room. 

Please call 
to enquire about 
our package prices 


Wttm 

CirctU36i 

CrcclJtm lane, Hernkll, Kent, ME13 9JR 

01227 751207 
www.theredliort.org 
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WINTER SERVICING 


Don't get caught out by the toughest season 



HARD to believe, isn’t it! 

With us all having revelled in the 
glorious weather that made the 
transition from summer to autumn 
almost seamless, we should still 
remember that winter will be on us 
before we know it. 

Accordingly, it is wise to prepare 
well in advance for the cold weather 
and testing conditions that 
invariably lie ahead. 

Not only are things often more 
likely to go wrong in winter but there 
really is no worse time for things to 


go wrong! Imagine, for example, 
your car packing up when you are 
driving along the motorway in the 
wind and the rain. 

It hardly bears thinking about, so 
go and get a winter service. As ever, 
it’s better to be safe than sorry. 

And it’s not just on the road that 
you need to be careful. 

It’s also vital that your home is 
ready for the rigours of winter. 

Roofs are in the firing line when 
the heavens open, so be sure yours is 
checked and set for the onslaught. 


Plummeting temperatures will put 
pressure on your home’s pipes, so 
why not get a plumber to give them 
the once-over and allow you to sleep 
easy at night without the fear that 
you could be waking up to a flood! 

If the worst comes to the worst and 
water does get into your house 
during inclement weather, you could 
be looking at a disaster if it finds its 
way to your electrics. 

So, again, get them checked! 

It’s your home, your car, your life. 
Don’t get caught out by winter! 




OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Mon - Sat 10am - 6pm 1 Sunday 10am - 4pm 


Station Approach Chilham Canterbury Kent CT4 8EG 

01227 733709 

www.southviewkoi.co.uk 

Text KOI to 67000 



-NA^fXC 

MAI-TEC 


• High reach, ground 
based gutter clearing 

• Clear your gutters 
before winter to help 
prevent damp 


io% 

DISCOUNT 


uuuuw.maitecdrainage.co.uk 


01892 610088 


WITH THIS 
ADVERT 


I 


TV MTS 


Drain problems? 



• CCTV surveys with 
instant reports 

• Pipe lining repairs with 
no digging 

• Expert advice and 
competitive rates 

24 hours, 7 days a week. 


01634 250326 •www.mts-ltd.co.uk 



NO JOB TOO SMALL 

SAVE £s ORDER NOW! 


THE CARPET STORE THAT COMES TO YOUR DOOR 

OVER 300 SAMPLES TO CHOOSE FROM ~ 
CARPETS & VINYLS FOR EVERY BUDGET 


1233 611887 07939 07019 

7AM-7PM-7 DAYS A WEEK 

REGISTERED OFFICE ROMULUS GARDENS, ASHFORD 


SENIOR CITIZENS' SPECIAL 

Old carpets uplifted & furniture 
\ moved on production of this voucher 


k 


STWL 


IVWS120 


HONDA 


Horticultural, Forestry and 
Generator Repairs & Servicing 

Formerly of G C Stevens & Son 
Specialising in Honda & Stihl 

With over 20 years main 
dealer experience 

Phone 01795 423758 


BEE GLAZ 


WINDOWS, DOORS, 
CONSERVATORIES, 
BI-FOLDS 
All building works 
All double glazing repairs 


,e 


Liniar 
profile 
all British 
made 


Glass sealed unit 
replacement for winter, 
upgrade those old windows 
with A rating 
glass saving 
on winter bills 
and keeping 
you warmer. 

Showroom at garden centre • Manufacture all our own products 


01634 843148 
Freephone 
0800 614571 
01634 817746 

Leads and bevels 
free to fanlights 
at the moment 
Composite doors 
fitted from 
£985.00 


Part of 

Homepro Fairtrades 


Find us on www.flglazing.co.uk 


Orchard Fencing ltd 


Call 


us 


Catford 
020 8698 4064 
Ardoch Road, Catford, 
London SE6 1SZ 


Erith 01322 347799 
Landau Way, Darent Park 
Industrial Estate, Wallhouse 
Road, Erith, Kent DA8 2LF 


Welling 
020 8855 6961 
Stephenson Close, 
Welling, Kent DAI 6 3AT 


today for a 
competitive 
price! 


info@orchardfencing.co 

.uk 

www.orchardfendng.co.i 

jk 
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» For more food and 
drink articles pick up 
a copy of this month's 

Kent Life 


Gino's success nothing 
to write home about 


He was crowned king of the jungle and is Britain’s favourite Italian chef but 
Gino D’Acampo is still to impress his own mother, as Andy Welch discovered 


series, Gino’s Italian Escapes: A 
Taste Of The Sun, his dear old mum 
will have plenty of feedback. 

“Often I say to her ‘Don’t tell me 
too straight - lie to me!’,” the chef 
confides, laughing. 

At least he had a great time 
making the programme, spending 
an idyllic month exploring his 
home country once again. 

While the previous series focused 
on southern Italy, the second 
helping, which is accompanied by 
a book of the same name, sees 
D’Acampo travelling around the 
north of the country, sampling 
regional specialities. 

“The north side of Italy is 
completely different to the south 
and the food is very different,” says 
the Naples-born foodie, who says 
his dream travelling companion is 
his wife Jessica, with whom he has 
two sons and a daughter. 

“The people are different, the 
ingredients are different. I did 
enjoy this time, because it was 
like 25 days travelling the most 
beautiful places in the world. 

“I mean, how lucky am I? ” 

He came home with happy food 
memories of “absolutely wonderful 


W HENEVER Gino 

D’Acampo plates up 
impressive-looking 
meals on TV, he can 
rest assured that 
along with the usual chorus of 
‘Oohs’ and ‘Aahs’ in the studio, 
somewhere in southern Italy, at 
least one person will be bewildered 
by the fanfare. 

“Every time my mother sees me 
on television, she says to me ‘I 
cannot understand how you make 
a plate of pasta and end up with a 
job on television! Italian people 
make plates of pasta every day and 
nobody notices. 

“You make a plate of pasta and 
end with a job on television’,” 
explains the lively 38-year-old 
cook, who won I’m A Celebrity... 
Get Me Out Of Here! in 2009. 

According to D’Acampo, his 
mama “always has something to 
say” about his food. 

So presumably when he sends 
over a batch of DVDs of his latest 

44 The north side 
of Italy is completely 
different to the south 
and the food and people 
are very different 


DISH : Gino D’Acampo has just finished filming the second series of Gino’s Italian Escapes: A Taste Of The Sun 


little cherry tomatoes”, fennel, and 
a very tasty ham from Bologna. 

The Italian adventure was also a 
welcome chance to escape a 
certain sugary treat, which he is 
often sent when he works on ITV’s 
Let’s Do Lunch With Gino And Mel. 

“Cupcakes,” he vents, “are a 
waste of time. The stodge at the 
bottom, with a whole load of sugar 
on the top. They’re big and people 


make so much effort, and you 
think ‘Really? You spent two hours 
doing this?’. 

“You know what? If I want a 
heart attack, I got better ways to 
do it,” he adds with a wry laugh. 

He does, however, make an 
exception for his wife’s Nutella and 
hazelnut cupcakes and knows he 
has to be polite when he’s given 
baked gifts. 


“You always have to do the 
thing, ‘Ohlovely!’ and ‘Thankyou 
very much’,” he says, laughing. 

“And then, as soon as they’ve 
gone, I give them away! ” 

■ Gino’s Italian Escape: A Taste 
Of The Sun by Gino D’Acampo, 
is published in hardback by 
Hodder, priced £20, available 
now. The series of the same name 
is on ITV on Fridays. 
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When quantity 
meets quality, 
paradise is near 

Toby Carvery 

Location: Ramsgate 


By David Mairs 


N my time at Kent on Sunday, I 
have been fortunate enough to 
have reviewed many of this 
county’s finest restaurants. 
There have been a couple of 
shockers, for sure, but for the most 
part the experience has been highly 
pleasurable. Perhaps the most 
striking aspect over the past decade 
has been an unquestionable rise in 
standards - we know more about our 
food now and we expect something 
special when we go out to dine. 

I would suggest that if there has 
been a downside to the development 
of Kent’s culinary kingdom, it is that 
prices have grown every bit as fast, 
often without due reason. Too often 
restaurants think they can get away 


with charging too much. And too 
often they do. 

This is never an accusation that 
could be hurled at Toby Carvery in 
Ramsgate. 

A final bill of £32.74 for three 
people who all had a drink and 
dessert as well as a main course is an 
astonishing achievement, whichever 
way you cut it. 

The address says Ramsgate, but 
Toby Carvery sits in the tatty No 
Man’s Land between that town and 
its neighbours of Margate and 
Broadstairs. 

It’s a place of shopping malls, new 
roads and half-completed housing 
estates. There are a few fields left, but 
you get the feeling they won’t be 



CtkliUfRT 
* iNftl 


around for long. In short, the setting 
is far from idyllic. 

The restaurant itself is relatively 
modern and, while not a disaster of 
design, has all the look of a mock 
Tudor. I suppose it fits the area. 

Whatever its architectural merits, 
however, Toby Carvery really is 
rather special. 

It is a place that will always divide 
opinion. Snobs will declare it far too 
cheap and mass-produced, while 
those eager throngs who queue to 
get a table clearly view things very 
differently. 


I am in the latter camp. I love the 
place. While wholly appreciative of 
more sophisticated venues, I’m also 
open to the wonderment of this 
place. 

True, you can fear for the state of 
humanity as you watch some of your 
fellow diners pile up their extra-large 
plates (really, you can get one for a 
few bob extra!) with more food than 
is decent, but the trick is to suspend 
reality and drift into a dreamy place 
of roast meats (you have a choice of 
three), roast potatoes, vegetables, 
Yorkshire puddings, crackling, 


stuffing, rich gravy... all cooked 
sublimely. 

What, of course, takes Toby to 
another level is the fact that, apart 
from the meat, you can have as 
much of everything as you want. 

It would be wise not to eat here 
every day, but return I will... often. 

■ Toby Carvery 

New Haine Road 
Ramsgate 
CT12 5AD 

Phone: 01843 868567 

Web: www.tobycarvery.co.uk 



FREE!!! 

3 MONTHS GOLF MEMBERSHIP 

15 Months for 
the price of 12 

(Join in October 2014 and pay no further fees until January 2016) 

5 or 7 Day Categories only 

NO JOINING FEES!! 

This offer applies only to those who pay in full 
at time of joining 


Broome Park Golf Club Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


EASY ACCESS FROM M2/A2 or M20 


For further information please contact Text BROOME to 67000 
Del or Claire on 01227 830728 for the chance to win a 
www.broomepark.co.uk tee time in October 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


NTW 


Week ending October 5,2014 35 


















County been ready to 
go it alone for years 


0 > 

V 



your say. 


Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 

Please include your name and 
address, although these will 
be withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Underestimating 
Manston’s value 

I’M old enough to remember the 
Great War Birds air displays at West 
Mailing aerodrome. 

People campaigned to keep that as 
a business airport, but Kent County 
Council turned it into a golf course. 

Of course, they will say Kings Hill 
is a successful business park, with 
executive houses and postage stamp 
gardens, with it’s Guy Gibson Court 
and The Spitfire pub as a perfunctory 
nod to it’s history (same as Hawkinge). 

Manston is different, however. 

Thanet council can not be 
expected to instigate a Compulsary 
Purchase Order as they will have to 
foot the bill while it has no viable 
backer. They are not sophisticated 
enough in any case. 

The Government need to take 
control, as Manston is vital in easing 
pressure on the UK’s aviation. 

Heathrow is already the only 
airport in the world where BA pilots 
are constantly in holding patterns 
trying to land. This needs to be done 
in conjunction with an extra Thames 
river crossing. 

If anything happened to the QE2 
bridge, south east England would 
become a car park. 

The basic problem in Britain it 
seems is the short-sightedness of 
government; halfway through the 
leadership they just concentrate on 
the next General Election. 

Mike Thompson, 
editor Petham & Waltham News 


THE Tories at County Hall have, 
to their credit, grasped what 
Westminster politicians have not 
(The Devolution debate, KoS, last 
week). 

Devolution has to be on an 
equal basis to regions throughout 
the United Kingdom. 

Promises to Scotland have 
already determined what is to be 
devolved, however disgraceful the 
undemocratic process involved. 

Therefore, the most urgent 
decisions now required are to 
determine the regions of England 
which will receive power. 

The gerrymandered south east 
region, from Dover to Hampshire 
and Oxfordshire, was imposed on 
us undemocratically. It is far too 
large and has no coherent 
geographical structure. 

Kent has been separately 
identifiable since the end of Roman 
times. We have had a distinctive 
culture and geographical arrange¬ 
ments for many centuries. We also 


It’s time we pulled 
the welcome mat 

ANDREW South is living in the same 
fantasy world as the ‘great pretend¬ 
ers’ in Westminster [KoS 21.09]. 

Asylum seekers are supposed to 
travel to the nearest available 
country, not trek round the world to 
overcrowded, soft touch Britain. 

With a £1.3 trillion national debt, 
we can ill-afford more ‘cheap’ labour 
earning under the agreed minimum 


have a potentially well-balanced 
economy. In short, Kent forms a 
natural unit within a highly 
devolved nation. 

In ancient times, the govern¬ 
ance of Kent always included 
identified representation for east 
Kent and west of the county. 

As a devolved Kent would 
inevitably involve Medway, we 
would need from the start to 
ensure our governance respects 
the needs and wishes of every part. 

One important final point. 
Whilst central UK government 
might need to redistribute wealth 
in the interests of reducing 
inequality, institutionalised 
preference for any one region in 
perpetuity is unacceptable. 

It may be in contravention of 
international law. As a result, 
financial promises made to 
Scotland before the recent 
referendum are unacceptable and 
cannot be kept. 

Frederic Stansfield, Canterbury 


wage and needing financial assist¬ 
ance, while paying for two million 
of our own people to sit on the dole. 

Our government has a debt of 
duty to the people living in this 
country and while services collapse 
under the weight of numbers and the 
indigenous population, who are 
paying all the bills, struggle to get 
housing, doctors appointments, 
hospital appointments, children into 
schools, it is the economics of the 
madhouse to bring thousands more 
into this country. 

Phil Granger, West Mailing 


Iraqi troubles were 
there for all to see 

UNFORTUNATELY, the message of 
academic experts both British and 
Iraqi of ‘give diplomacy a chance’ are 
yet again completely drowned by the 
noise of fighter jets and bombs. 

We have a rerun of the 2003 war 
situation of bomb first and determine 
a strategy later. 

It was ex-PM Tony Blair and best 
war salesmen of the year 2003, who 
candidly told us “there will be many 
wars not just one”. 

Yet again the UK joins US military 
action, hoping and assuming there is 
a sensible plan and an end game. 

Has anyone offered us convincing 
analysis of why Iraqi society, for 
many decades largely secular, is 
today infiltrated and wrecked by 
religious zealots and fanaticism? 

Why is it now being ruled by one of 
the worst governments in the world? 
Why has Britain rushed to aid a 
newly formed government that 
comes from the same self-serving, 
corrupt and corruptible political 
class as that of Nuri Al-Maliki’s? 

I put it to you the UK government 
has played its own role in ignoring 
the fuelling of terrorism and 
extremism in Iraq, by not rising to 
its legal and moral responsibilities 
towards the persistent and appalling 
human rights violations taking place 
systematically and with complete 
impunity since 2005. 

Abuses that include shooting 
peaceful protesters, arbitrary arrests, 
kidnapping of women in lieu of 
their men folk, rape and torture, 
prolonged unlawful detention, unfair 
trials and extortion by government 
security forces. Most of these 
violations were/are documented in 
reports by Amnesty International 
and Human Rights Watch. 

Moreover, schools, hospitals and 
universities are not protected from 
Maliki’s bombs. 

And now Maliki is given the role of 
a deputy president of Iraq in order to 
avoid facing any legal accountability 
and consequences for his actions. 

Let us not beat around the bush. 
The UK’s participation in a US plan is 
yet again Britain hanging on to the 
shirt tail of American foreign policy 
and hoping for the best. 

How was it that a minority of 
‘crazed foreign fighters’ can suddenly 
operate sophisticated weaponry 
conveniently left for them by the 
government’s army? 

Anyone who believes this latest 
military intervention has anything 
to do with humanitarianism is very 
much mistaken. They are just a 
convenient excuse. 

Tahrir Abdulsamad, Orpington 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the best 
service to you, we have produced our 10 guiding 
principles which tie in with our parent company 
Archant’s overall mission statement. 

Archant’s mission statement is: “We bring 
together motivated buyers and sellers through the 
creation of unique and compelling content and 
community expertise.” This is summed up in the 
strapline 'Inspiring Communities’. 


The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division between 


news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to people 
living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are important 
to the well-being of the county and its people. 
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holborough lakes 

KENT ME6 


Waterside Living at 

Lake View Court, The Herons 



kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Introducing Lake View Court at The Herons, the first phase of lakeside 
properties at Holborough Lakes, where, as the name suggests, many 
of the apartments have stunning views across the water. 

The 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments at Lake View Court all have 
generous interiors and private balconies or terraces. The four-storey 
apartment building also features attractive communal areas and is 
served by a lift. 

Facilities at Holborough Lakes include a residents’ gym, water sports 
and diving academy, on site creche and village hall. Holborough Lakes 
enjoys excellent transport links, located just minutes from the M20, 
M2 and M25, and nearby Ebbsfleet International Station, which offers 
a high-speed rail line with services to St Pancras in just 17 minutes. 

1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments and 2, 3, 4 
and 5 bedroom houses. Prices from £171,950 

For more information please call 01634 244666 
or email holborough@berkeleyhomes.co.uk 

www.holboroughlakes.co.uk 

Sales & Marketing Suite and Showhomes 

open daily from 10am to 6pm 

Holborough Lakes, Manley Boulevard, Kent ME6 5SD 


Details correct at time of press. Computer generated images depict 
streetscenes and typical interior at The Herons and are indicative only. 




Proud to be a member of the 
Berkeley Group of companies 


Berkeley 

Designed for life 
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• Air Conditioning 

• ESP 

• Remote Central Locking 

• USB & Aux Connections 


TOTALLY UNBEATABLE £& 

FOR OFFERS AND SERVICE 


Brand New HYUNDAI HO Range 


Brand New HYUNDAI i20 Range 


• Anti-lock Brakes 

• Electric Front Windows 

• IsoFix 

• Tyre Pressure Monitoring 
System 


£7595 


AFTER MINIMUM 
PART EXCHANGE 
ALLOWANCE 


Brand New HYUNDAI i30 

Range 


£1000 

MINIMUM 

PART 

exchange 


£7495 


AFTER MINIMUM 
PART EXCHANGE 
ALLOWANCE 


£148 


THAN 


• 6 Airbags 

• Air Conditioning 

• ABS 

• ESP 

• Steering Wheel Audio 
& Phone Controls 


PER 

MONTH 


Brand New HYUNDAI ix35 

Stone Limited Edition 


Exclusive to 
Kent Hyundai 

• DAB Radio Upgrade 

• Side Steps 

• Front & Rear Skid Plates 

• Tailgate Trim 

• Chrome Mirror Covers 

• Mudflaps Front & Rear 

PER 

MONTH 


£11395 


AFTER MINIMUM 
PART EXCHANGE 
ALLOWANCE 


<g&> £260 


£18801 


AFTER MINIMUM 
PART EXCHANGE 
ALLOWANCE 


&*> 0FFERS START FR0M I 

W Motabitity nil ADVANCE | 


IS YOUR VEHICLE OVER 5 YEARS OLD? 

CALL US, SERVICING 
STARTS FROM JUST 


£89 


Medway Hyundai Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

1-9 High Street, Chatham ME4 4EN s - Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 

01634 921316 www.kenthyundai.co.uk HYUnDRI 01892 520026 www.kenthyundai.co.uk 

Fuel consumption MPG (l/100km) for Hyundai range: Urban 25.2 (11.2) - 70.6 (4.0), Extra Urban 38.7 (7.3) - 83.1 (3.4), Combined 32.1 (8.8) - 76.3 (3.7), C02 Emissions 231 - 96 g/km. 

Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. Terms and conditions apply. Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. 
All offers apply to vehicles registered between 1st October and 31st December 2014. tVehicle must have 6 months minimum MOT, be free from any mechanical problems and under 100,000 miles. 
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Renault Twingo 
Dynamique 
TCe 90 

Price: £11,695 

Engine: 0.9-litre petrol engine 
producing 90bhp and 991b/ft of 
torque 

Transmission: Five-speed 
manual driving the rear wheels 
Performance: Top speed 
103mph, 0-62mphin 10.8 sec 
Economy: 65.7mpg 
Emissions: 99g/kmofC02 

» For more motoring 
pick-up a copy of... 

Kent Life 


it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Poweredby ff^QTORS 


French car-maker bucks city-car trend with the latest-generation Twingo, 
moving its engine into the boot in a bid to create more space for passengers 


n 


Renau 


's madness 


R ENAULT’S latest 

generation Twingo is 
all back to front: the 
engine’s in the boot and 
drive goes to the rear 
wheels. Confused? You shouldn’t 
be, as the French firm’s logic is 
surprisingly sound. 

This new Twingo might buck 
convention in city car circles, but 
the upshot to everything not being 
where it should be is a more 
spacious cabin and improved 
refinement. 

The French firm has a long and 
largely successful history when it 
comes to small cars. 

From the start the first-generation 
Twingo nailed it in terms of space, 
ease of use, affordability and fun to 
drive attributes. With this more 
polished approach, Renault hopes 
this third-gen car can do the 
business 20-odd years later. 

Short but tall is the new black 
when it comes to city cars these 
days and the Twingo is no 
different; it’s lofty stance yet 
compact footprint allow it to 
squeeze into some seriously tight 
spaces, yet afford occupants a good 
amount of cabin space and 
comfort. 

And then there’s the name 
- don’t underestimate the power of 
the Twingo brand. 

Historically the cars have 
benefited from a large take-up in 
mainland Europe and, predictably, 
you’re tripping over them in 
France. 

There’s a reason why the 
Twingo’s engine is in the boot - 
and it isn’t to excite keen drivers. 

No, the logic behind the rear 
engine and rear-wheel drive layout 
was to liberate more cabin space. 


SMALL WONDER: Renault’s Twingo bucks the present city-car trends 


And it’s no gimmick, as 
Renault’s engineers have shaved 
10cm off the previous car’s length 
yet have been able to extend this 
car’s wheelbase by 12cm to ensure 
this five-door car is a genuine 
four-seater-just. 

Furthermore, you can fold the 
rear seats plus, if you pick the right 
option, fold the front passenger seat 
forwards to liberate a whopping 


2.3 metres of load space. Try doing 
that in an average supermini. 

With no engine up front, the 
Twingo’s modest fascia is less 
bulky than normal. This in turn 
boosts forward visibility. And with 
no front driveshafts present, the 
car’s turning circle is smaller than 
anything else in its class. 

What the Twingo is not is a 
tail-happy hooligan, as Renault’s 


engineers have set the car up to be 
refined, benign and ease to drive. 

The result is a car with a decent 
ride, slick manual gear change and 
accurate steering. 

Like the car, engine choice is 
equally compact. 

The flagship 0.9-litre turbo¬ 
charged three-cylinder petrol 
motor also powers the Clio, but for 
the Twingo this 90 horsepower 
motor has been modified so it fits 
under the boot floor. 

The result is a punchy response 
and ample power, even for modest 
motorway trips. 

The engine fitted to all bar the 
top trim is a 70 horsepower non 
turbo 1.0-litre unit, which delvers 
an equally refined performance at 
low speeds but does need to be 
pedalled harder out of town. 

This latest generation Twingo is 
no hair shirt econo-box, so don’t 
expect Tata Nano rock bottom 
prices. You’re looking at 11-and-a- 
bit thousand pounds for the high 
power model, although this does 
come with enough kit to embarrass 
a supermini from the class above. 

In reality the more popular 70hp 
cars strike a better balance of 
affordability and luxury, with all 
the safety basics covered plus DAB 
radio and mid range models adding 
air-con for a shade under 10 grand. 

Want a small city car but fancy 
something a little left field? If so, 
Renault’s Twingo might do the 
trick. The car’s unconventional 
rear engine layout has more to do 
with liberating extra cabin space 
than replicating the antics of 
Porsche’s 911, and it’s this logical 
approach to practicality that 
should have savvy buyers beating a 
path to the dealerships. 
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mydate24 


Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


To Reply to members from 
your mobile call 68118 

calls cost £1.50 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


biggest UK on-line database of 17 million users waiting to meet .. visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


Women Seeking 

REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 

L_ 

BSE 



TRACY 35yr busty bubbly out there 
sized 18 lady looking for a caring 
loving guy who appreciates 
womanly curves, over indulgences 
and having fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4141891 


FREYA 33 6ft blonde, loves 
dancing and have a good time, 
employed, own home, one son, 
seeking similar laidback guy/dad 
for dates, chats and more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 412045 6 


PETITE Asian lady, slim, N/S, 
seeks genuine N/S male for 
wining/dining, fun and frolics. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414515 0 

MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun at 
her home. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
002 1961 Box No: 405297 
KAREN 35 petite dark hair/eyed 
affectionate, caring, lovely 
female with many interests 
looking for genuine tic from 
loving soul mate, dark haired 
preferred. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414487(1 
ANNA, busty mature lady seeks 
no strings discreet meetings with 
male any age or location. Tel 
No: 0905 002 1956 Box No: 
366019 

JULIE good looking 40's female, 
medium build, size 12, loveable, 
considerate, OHAC, likes nights 
in/out, walking, seeking loving 
male without lots of baggage. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414387|| 

CHRISTINA, curvy beauty, 
27yrs, own home, very very 
adventurous seeks no strings 
fun and frolics. Can 
accommodate and will answer 
all calls. Tel No: 0905 002 1957 
Box No: 410127 
HELEN 19yr old bubbly female 
looking for male to take me out 
and show me a good time. No 
pressure just fun times, no time 
wasters. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 414223 0 
GILLY, voluptuous well groomed 
lady, seeks man to massage and 
pamper. Married exciting men 
please apply. Tel No: 0905 002 
1933 Box No: 412933 
FREE single 25yr old busty 
curvy black beauty, sensual, 
confident, interesting, looking for 
handsome man to call me back. 
Race/age unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414219 0 

SALLY, 36yrs discreet broad¬ 
minded lady seeks absolutely no 
strings adult fun, any age/area. 
Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 1945 
Box No: 410575 

PLACE YOUR AD BY TEXT 


SIMPLY TEXT: REG 

followed by your 
FIRST NAME, 
80098 DATE of BIRTH, 
send AREA and 

YOUR ADVERT 
(max 155 characters) 
and SEND to 80098 


FREE (Standard Network rates apply) 


BLUE eyed slim pretty easy 
going hardworking lady seeking 
male to put the spark back into 
my life, must be honest, 
affectionate, have a GSOH and 
wont to work at a relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414217 0 

RACHAEL, 36yrs, looking good 
for my age but need some 
daytime excitement. All text's 
answered. Box 4507091 Text 
Only 0 


MARY tall blonde size 12 lady, nice 
personality, good conversationalist, 
varied and open to interests, loves 
weekends away/holidays, seeking 
similar male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414179 0 


MARILYN really nice curvy tactile 
female, loves romantic walks, cosy 
nights in, quality times, looking for 
nice male to spend time and fall in 
love with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411871 0 


SLIM tall, elegant, feminine, N/S, 
solvent lady, young 50's, likes 
travel, red wine, seeks tall, sincere, 
military, retired, professional 
gentleman of high calibre. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 414251 


JAN 5ft 6ins, dark hair/eyes, nice 
smile, likes music, travel, 
countryside, animals, employed, 
OHAC, looking for companionship 
with similar lonely heart. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 411865 0 


PROMOTIONAL ADVERT 
OFTHEWEEK 




FELICITY, I'm quite posh 
and spoilt, 23yrs, Just left 
uni and looking for some 
adventures with an older 
gent. Box No: 4507090 
Text only 0 


MO 36yr old slim blue eyed 
pretty blonde looking for fun 
times with non-judgemental, 
discreet, kind male. Age/status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414215 0 
DIANNA, down to earth single 
mum. Kids at school and bored 
all day. Come round and see 
me, or text and chat. Discretian 
assured. Box 4507092 Text 
Only 0 

JANE 29, loves riding and 
spending time horsing around, 
seeking non-serious kind of 
normal guy who enjoys going 
out having a good time. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414205 0 

KAREN young looking attractive 
vibrant slim blonde, enjoys to 
keep fit, beach walks, travel, 
meals in/out, good conversation 
with pleasant company, WLTM 
genuine sincere male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414203 0 

SANDRA attractive lady seeking 
someone special to help regain 
my trust in the male species. 
Only genuine guys pis, I will be 
worth your time, you won’t be 
disappointed. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414195 0 
FEMALE 38, attractive, African, 
single mum, seeks male, 35-50 
for nights out, socialising, 
friendship and fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412793 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


WIDOW late 60's, likes most 
things, seeking a lonely gent, 70- 
75 to make me love and laugh 
again. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 414093 0 

FEMALE seeking male for adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 413809 0 

68YR old widow, seeking company 
of a male, 68-75 for friendship, likes 
cinema, theatre, nights in, meals 
out, seaside walks. Wants 
someone to help me love again. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413689 0 

BBW 51, caring, solvent, seeks 
male of similar age for fun times 
and socialising. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 413621 
PETITE slim blonde 39yrs, pretty 
big blue eyes, looking for similar 
easygoing older male to put a 
spark back into my life, enjoy nights 
in/out and more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412327 0 
WIDOW 70, lonely, seeking gent, 
70-75 to bring a bit of sparkle back 
in life, likes theatre, cinema. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 412475 0 
KATIE 26yr old pretty slim blue 
eyed blonde looking for evening 
entertainment with open-minded 
discreet guy, any age. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412319 0 
JANE 29yr old horsey female, 
loves the outdoors, cycling, as well 
as duvet days, WLTM not too 
serious male for a hopefully normal 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412315 0 
MARY 5ft 6in size 12 blonde, nice 
personality, good conversationalist, 
interesting, lots of interests WLTM 
likeminded caring, happy male. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412169 0 

CLARE 36yrs successful single 
mum, independent, employed with 
OHAC, size 10, green eyes, pretty, 
likes swimming, family life, seeking 
male with similar values and 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412053 0 
SHARON 32yrs and still soul 
searching for Mr Right, I enjoy 
keeping in shape, caring for 
people, seeking loving respectful 
guy who also knows a good time. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412049 0 

SLIM petite, attractive brunette, 56, 
British/Russian origin, excellent 
cook/home maker, seeks cultured 
male for serious relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412129 0 


SARAH 25 petite slim attractive 
blonde student, enjoys keeping fit, 
looking good, socialising, going 
out, being a mum WLTM similar fun 
genuine guy. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411537 0 
JULIE attractive outgoing female 
with a very young attitude, loves 
running, living life, travel, WLTM 
someone special to make my life 
complete, hope you're out there. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4115130 


LINDA 37, green eyes, attractive, 
bubbly size 12, enjoys cosy nights 
in, text chats, seeking tallish fun 
guy for meals out, pubs, clubs and 
spending quality times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 411033 0 
64YR old lady, seeking male for 
friendship, companionship, outings 
and interesting conversation. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411975 

CAROLINE 39yr old pretty blonde 
looking for handsome caring man 
to put the sparkle back into my life 
and make each other feel special. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411891 0 
33YR old sick of being single 
working mum, OHAC, likes the 
simple things in life, looking for 
romantic, honest guy with GSOH 
for cosy nights in and fun nights 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 411887 0 

CINDY 31 attractive, size 12 brown 
eyed blonde, new to this but sick of 
passing up potential soul mate so 
thought I wld give it a go. ACA Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411873 0 


Men Seeking 



REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 0 

MID 30's passive guy, who loves to 
dress up, wants to meet older guys 
for daytime fun in Tunbridge Wells 
area. Text Only Mailbox Box No: 
4517381 0 

SINGLE male, early 50's, seeking 
female for discreet meets, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 414347 0 

MATURE closet cd seeks mature 
cd for discreet fun. Can 
accommodate or travel. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4509706 0 
39YR old guy, 6ft 2ins, slim- 
medium build, seeking female for 
no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414259 0 
LADY companion 60-70 wanted for 
elderly gent, likes travel with 
property abroad. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414133 
AMIABLE intelligent male, 77, light 
smoker, seeks slim lady for 
friendship/companionship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 413127 0 
MATURE male, looking for discreet 
meetings with female. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 413039 0 
FRANK 54, 5ft lOins, blue eyes, 
blond hair, smoker, seeking 
friendship with mature female, 40- 
60. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 412893 0 

67YR old male, slim, 5ft 5ins, many 
interests, likes holidays, meals out, 
seeking slim female 55-65 with 
GSOH to share TLC. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 414023 0 


BLUE eyed male, fit, toned, likes 
socialising, travel, OHAC, seeks 
female, 40-56 for loving, caring 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 413981 0 
MALE seeking Asian female, any 
age, outgoing, likes outdoors for 
fun times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 413965 0 
KEEN cyclist 58, non-competitive, 
seeks similar female for sea wall, 
countryside ride, walking etc for 
fun, laughs and whatever. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 413337 0 
RETIRED engineer 67, likes meals 
out, nights in, holidays, seeking 
slim lady, 60-65, young at heart to 
wine/dine, friendship and more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413161 0 

RETIRED male, seeks attractive 
female for friendship and fun, any 
age/status/colour. East Kent, can 
travel. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 413133 0 

COMPANY Director, mature, late 
50's, seeking female, any age for 
mutually rewarding friendship, 
Kent/Surrey area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412819 
IAN 5ft 11 ins, likes rock/roll, 
singing, making people laugh, 
seeking someone special. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 412799 0 
WRITER tall, slim, dark hair, 
generous, seeking broadminded 
lady for fun times. Any age/status. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412749 0 

BARRY divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 412717 0 


MALE 

seeking 
friendship of 
mature woman, 
smoker. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box 
No:412703 
SINGLE young lady, slim- 
medium build, 24-38 sought by 
mature male in Canterbury. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
405697 0 

MALE 48, looking for fun loving 
female to enjoy outdoor activities, 
nights in and meals out. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

392212 0JAMES young, free 
and single, please give me a call 
if interested. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412345 0 
EX headmaster, tall, dark, seeks 
adventurous lady, status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412263 0 
MALE 49, 5ft lOins, likes cinema, 
reading, walks, seeks female in 
the Thanet area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412235 
BESIDE the Pointe. Literate self- 
possessing, legginess, kindred 
spirit sought by white male for 
elevating the bar. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412223 
45YR old male, likes poetry, 
seeks companion for relationship. 
Herne Bay area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411993 0 
CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 
58yrs old, fit male, seeks female 
for laughs and love and whatever. 
NE Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411725 0 
MALE 5ft 11 ins, good-looking, 
athletic build, looking for discreet 
fun times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411477 
DEREK seeking female, 50-60 
for company, friendship and have 
fun together. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411433 
MALE 49, attractive, fit, 
spontaneous, good company, no 
ties, seeking likeminded lady for 
the road ahead, nights in and out. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411309 0 

RAY 63, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired, seeking no strings 
discreet meets for adult fun. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4111470 

WORLD war veteran seeking 
happy lady with nice conversation 
in the Kent area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411133 

MAKE YOUR AD STAND 
OUT AND INCLUDE 
YOUR PHOTO! 


looking for 
daytime 
fun with 
lady. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 411127 0 
DAVE 65, retired, N/S, likes 
gardening, music, meals out, 
holidays, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410971 
DAVE 62, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired builder, seeks no strings 
discreet daytime meets for adult 
fun. Surrey. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410899 0 
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For just £4.50 your ad 
and pic will appear in a 
box this size 
Simply text: PICREG 
followed by your 
first name, date of 
birth, area and 
your advert. 

(max 155 characters), 
attach your photograph 
and send to 

07786200066. Cost £4.50 
(3 x £1.50) 


MALE likes outdoor life, smoker, 
seeking local female for cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410755 0 
BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410611 0 
DEREK 5ft 11 ins, slim-medium 
build, loving, caring, seeking 
black lady for possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410511 0 
EARLY 50's single male, smoker, 
seeking likeminded female for 
company and to share life. Must 
have GSOH, like animals, walks, 
home made food and nights in. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410441 0 

41YR old male, dark hair, 5ft 
11 ins, easy going, likes music, 
guitar, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

410411 0 

BROWN eyed white mature, 
handsome male, seeking black 
female, 18-50 for discreet no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410377 0 
PHIL 6ft, clean shaven, blue 
eyes, smart, likes sports, walks, 
films, theatre, music, animals, 
GSOH, seeks female, 40-55 for 
fun and friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410351 


CHRIS 

widower likes 
DIY, gardening, 
nights out, rock and 
roll, N/S, looking for 
LTR with female. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410191 0 
RETIRED male, fit, active, seeks 
no strings discreet meet with 
female, any age and size. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410343 0 
ADVENTUROUS male, mid 50 s, 
seeks similar lady for fun and 
mutually enjoyable discreet 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410339 0 
ATTRACTIVE white gent, 48, 56ft, 
romantic, easy going, GSOH, 
seeking young lady, 60-75 for 
quality discreet fun times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410025 0 
DIVORCED male, seeks Oriental 
lady, likes animals, music, will take 
care of you forever. Thanet area, 
willing to travel. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 409963 0 
PROFESSIONAL male, early 40's, 
fun loving, OHAC, seeks warm, 
sincere female for LTR. 
Animals/children welcome. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 409961 0 
CANTERBURY mature male, 
medium build, GSOH, varied 
interests, sign language 
interpreter, seeks slim-medium 
build female, 24-42 for LTR. Single 
mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405697 0 
PROFESSIONAL male, early 40's, 
fun loving, independent, OHAC, 
seeks warm, sincere, fun loving 
female for LTR. Animals/children 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 409745 0 
TALL black male, 45, likes meals 
out, good company, romantic, 
GSOH, light hearted, seeks easy¬ 
going female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 409621 0 


Follow us 


JE on 

O. 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages for 
each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meet¬ 
ings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 
720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may 
send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 05/10/14 
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The last-generation Nissan X-Trail was a rugged and practical 4x4 that failed to 
really excite, but the all-new version is a more sophisticated car, writes Matt Joy 



Familiarity breeds a much 
improved X-Trail experience 


T HE most important SUV 
in the Nissan range is the 
Qashqai, but its bigger 
brother the X-Trail has 
arrived in an all-new form 
to serve those looking for something 
more sizeable. 

From the completely redesigned 
exterior to the new engines and 
chassis, this latest X-Trail aims to 
offer a more refined drive and better 
on-road performance than the more 
utilitarian approach of the old car. 

In fact, the new X-Trail owes a lot 
to the Qashqai as it uses the same 
platform and mechanicals. 

The key difference however is size, 
with a longer wheelbase and greater 
length creating more space and 
room for seven seats. 

It’s a game of spot the difference for 
the X-Trail and the smaller Qashqai. 
Put them side-by-side and you’ll see 
where they diverge but the 
familiarity is no bad thing. 

The old X-Trail was an undeniably 
boxy affair but the new one is slick, 
modern and attractive. 

It still looks tough and has the 
raised ride height, but it’s a much 
classier car that can cut it with posh 
boys rather than looking like a farm 
hack. 



You don’t fully appreciate just how 
large the X-Trail is until you get 
inside. 

Up front there’s generous head and 
legroom and in the second row the 
space is impressive - legroom is 
particularly good and the seats can 
slide forwards or backwards to suit 
your needs. The third row folds into 
place easily and while you wouldn’t 
want to shove an adult in there for 
long it’s ideal for children. 

Another important feature on the 
X-Trail is a new 1.6-litre diesel 
engine that is likely to be the most 
popular engine choice. 

Despite its relatively small capacity 
it offers the same torque as the 
outgoing 
2.0-litre diesel 


unit but with far superior emissions 
and economy figures. It doesn’t feel 
underpowered either; it’s not fast of 
course, but quick enough with 
0-62mph taking 10.5 seconds. 

The X-Trail’s transformation is 
completed by the ride quality and 
all-round refinement. Where the old 
car always reminded you of its 
off-road capability, the new X-Trail is 
composed over poor surfaces and is 
easy to drive with accurate steering 
and slick controls. It’s not really a car 
to be hurled through bends but it is 
safe and faithful should you choose 
to do so. 

All versions are packed with equip¬ 
ment. The entry-level Visia model 
comes with air-condition¬ 
ing, six airbags, LED 
daytime running lights 
and Bluetooth 
connectivity as 
standard, as well 
as those all-impor¬ 
tant seven seats. 
Move up the 
range and there’s 
luxuries such as 
Nissan’s Safety 
Shield, intelligent 
park assist and 
heated leather seats. 


Nissan X-Trail 
Tekna 1.6 dCi 

Price: £29,295 

Engine: 

1.6-litre diesel unit producing 
128bhp and 2361b/ft of torque 
Transmission: 

Six-speed manual gearbox 
driving the front wheels 
Performance: 

Top speed 117mph, 0-62mph 
in 10.5 seconds 

Economy: 57.6mpg combined 
Emissions: 129g/kmofC02 


The X-Trail has the kind of 
flexibility and appeal to suit a broad 
range of customers. 

Families will love its ability to 
swallow children and luggage with 
ease and the fact they can bring their 
mates along too will be well received. 

On the other hand if you’re one of 
those ‘active lifestyle’ people you can 
jam it full of bicycles and surfboards, 
and in four-wheel drive guise it 
would make a good towing car, too. 


FirstGEAR 


Motoring news 



Steering problem 

THOUSANDS of Vauxhall owners 
have been warned not to drive their 
vehicles due to a steering problem. 

Around 3,000 Adam and Corsa/ 
Corsavan models registered since 
May 2014 had been manufactured 
with a steering system part that did 
not meet the company’s specification. 

Owners will be able to find out if 
their vehicle is affected by going to 
the Vauxhall website homepage 
(www.vauxhall.co.uk) and clicking 
on the ‘Safety Check for ADAM and 
Corsa’ button for further information. 



Golf goes Alltrack 

AHEAD of its debut at forthcoming 
Paris Motor Show, Volkswagen has 
released details on its new, rugged- 
looking Golf Alltrack. 

Complementing its larger cousin, 
the Passat Alltrack, the Golf Alltrack 
boasts a slightly raised ride height, 
exterior body protection and 
all-wheel drive and comes with a TSI 
petrol engine or three diesel engines. 

UK buyers can expect to see the 
car in showrooms next summer, with 
prices expected to be announced 
closer to the car’s launch date. 


IJHIt IMrLJUM'l 
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£20m renewal fee 

MOTORISTS are spending more 
than £20 million a year to replace 
lost, stolen or damaged driving 
licences, new figures reveal. 

Data from the Driver and Vehicle 
Licensing Agency showed 1,184,353 
duplicate licences were issued in the 
financial year 2013/14. Drivers have 
to pay £20 for each copy. 

The figures mean the equivalent 
of more than 3,000 replacements for 
lost, stolen, damaged or destroyed 
licences are being processed every 
day. 
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...lives to sing, totally In 
tune with SKODAs and can 

service yours for only £139 


SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 


'BARITONE 

BARRY'... 


People and prices.., 
well worth knowing 


□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind Est. 

Westminster Road CT11YY 

084S 658 2604 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford 
Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 

0843 658 9764 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


For SKODA vehicles 3 years (from first MOT) up to 10 years old, excluding V6 models, National Pricing is available to customers at participating 
SKODA retailers only. All prices are (where applicable) inclusive of standard parts, labour, oil and VAT and come with a two-year parts and 
labour warranty, This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time, Further terms and 
conditions apply, please ask your SKODA retailer for details. 
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BRUGES, VALKENBURG, GHENT & BRUSSELS CHRISTMAS PARTY RIVER CRUISE 


**■*”? 


COUPLE 


toi# 


Call 

01895 833333 

r_ t _i •_ 


£200 \ 

PER I /WAS FROM 

COUPLE / ( £479pp 

l NOW FROM 

\£379pp/ 


Price includes: Escorted throughout • Return 
rail travel from London St Pancras (from 
Ebbsfleet on request) to Brussels • 4 nights 
full-board on the mps Princess sharing a twin- 
bed outside rear cabin on Main Deck - 
upgrades available • Welcome cocktail on 
arrival • Beer, wine, choice of 2 Dutch spirits & 
soft drinks served at lunch & dinner and from 
6pm to midnight at the bar • Morning and 
afternoon coffee/tea & cakes • Buffet breakfast 
& lunch • Dinner served at your table • Late 
night snacks • Captain's dinner • Entertainment 
• Transfers abroad 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
Email: 

info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
Web: 

www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 
Closed Bank Holiday weekends 


Join us for a relaxing river cruise taking-in: Valkenburg with its unique Christmas Caves; beautiful Bruges 
with its wonderful festive atmosphere and markets; Hasselt, a charming Belgian town with a festive 
winterland; lovely Ghent, once medieval Europe's second largest city; and Brussels, the Belgian capital. GN 
Voyages is exclusively chartering the popular mps Princess again with great hospitality and entertainment 
on board. Beer, wine by the glass, Dutch spirits and soft drinks are included at lunch and dinner and from 
6pm to midnight at the bar. Morning and afternoon coffee and cakes and late snacks are also included. 


Join us for a fun-packed river cruise taking-in three great Christmas Markets. In 
Lille, Northern France, the main square is transformed into a winter wonderland 
with a giant Christmas ferris wheel and dozens of stalls. Bruges with its 
wonderful festive atmosphere and markets is just a short stroll from the ship's 
mooring and you'll have a full day and night to enjoy this Belgian gem. In the 
Belgian capital, Brussels, the Christmas Market has been hailed as 'Europe's 
most original'by British tour operators. GN Voyages is exclusively chartering the 
popular mps Princess again with great hospitality and entertainment on board. 


Princess Fan Club 


CHRISTMAS MARKETS SPECTACULAR RIVER CRUISE - BRUGES, BRUSSELS & LILLE 


Price includes: Escorted throughout • Return rail travel from London St Pancras 
(from Ebbsfleet on request) to Brussels • 3 nights full-board on the mps Princess 
sharing a twin-bed outside rear cabin on Main Deck - upgrades available 
• Welcome cocktail on arrival • Beer, wine, choice of 2 Dutch spirits & soft drinks 
served at lunch & dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar • Morning and 
afternoon coffee/tea & cakes • Buffet breakfast & lunch • Dinner served at your 
table • Late night snacks • Captain's dinner • Entertainment • Transfers abroad 


"Everything was 
1st class, would 
do it again." 

Mr & Mrs Scott 


"Just wanted to say thank you 
for another great Christmas 
market trip." 

Mr & Mrs Kennedy 


"We thoroughly enjoyed our 
holiday and the trip was over 
much too soon." 

Mrs Church 


"The break was excellent. The 
boat and crew fantastic. AI 
service - would like to do it 
again." Mrs Sharp 


Escorted Holiday by Rail 
5 days semi all inclusive 
Departs 24 November, 2014 


DRINKS 


PRIVATE 

CHARTER 


QUOTE: 

PC11-4-KOS 


Escorted Holiday by Rail I FREE I OVER I PRIVATE I QUOTE: 

4 days semi all inclusive I I 40s I _ _ 1 

Departs 1 December, 2014 I DRINKS I ONLY I CHARTER I PC12-KOS 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending October 5,2014 43 





































^Kent on Sunday 


jobs24.co.ui< 

/ IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 



TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 0845 671 4460 EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


THE NEW SCHOOL AT WEST HEATH 
SEVENOAKS, Kent TNI 3 1SR 

"Rebuilding lives through education" 

Principal & Chief Executive: Mrs Christina Wells (BA Hons.) 

The New School at West Heath is a Specialist Independent School catering for 
a diverse range of needs for boys and girls age 11 - 19, many of whom have 
emotional and social communication difficulties. Prior to coming to us, some of 
our students will have been excluded from mainstream education for a period 
of time. Here they find a strong therapeutic approach to learning. The School 
has approval status from the Department for Children, School and families and 
has an excellent rapport with both parents and Local Authorises. The School is 
committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

We are proud to be an "Outstanding School" 
(Ofsted 2013) 

Due to an internal promotion we have the following vacancy 

LEARNING DIRECTOR KS4 

Salary Scale L12-L14 

The Learning Director will be responsible for developing and managing 
a comprehensive and flexible range of services to meet the curriculum 
and other needs of our students, whilst ensuring the Key Stage is 
operated in an efficient and effective manner. 

Application form and job description can be found on 
www.westheathschool.com or contact Lynne McGrath on:- 
Email: lynne.mcgrath@westheathschool.com Tel: 01732 460 553 

Interviews will be held before half term 
The successful applicant will be subject to an enhanced DBS check 



H I'i 

Research makes a difference! 

Are you confident? Do you enjoy meeting people? 

Consider becoming a market research interviewer, calling on people in 
their own homes to conduct surveys on behalf of the government, public 
bodies, charities and blue chip companies. 

• Earn from £66 - £86 per day + bonus + travel expenses 

• A minimum of 2 days per week covering afternoons/evenings 
and weekends. 

• Full training given, No selling. 

Must have use of a vehicle + land line/broadband. 

Excellent opportunity to progress into a contracted salaried position 
after 3 months. 

To apply call 020 8433 4490, quoting ref: 7013tm 
Or E mail: FieldRecruitment@tnsglobal.com 
For more information visit: www.tns-interviewer.info 

TNS is an equal opportunities employer. 



Care Staff 


HMT Care Ltd are dedicated to the care of 
people with Huntington’s Disease and are 
looking for full and part time 

Permanent Support Staff. 

an advantage, NVQ or equivalent, but experience in residential 

Responsibilities include ensuring all aspects of residents’ needs are addressed, comprising 
personal, nutritional, physical and emotional, social & leisure. 

Staff work within guidelines and care plans. 

Successful candidates will need skills that include empathy, 
sensitivity, patience, good listening and communication, using 
initiative as well as being a team member, good observation 
and attention to detail, being physically fit and commitment. 

A competitive salary, promotion prospects and accredited 
specialist training is on offer. 

Please apply to the Registered Manager, 

Rachel Shales, Monday to Friday on 01227 373586 







Qualifications are 
care is essential. 


Office & Reception 


HAWKINGE TOWN COUNCIL 

Administrative Assistant 

- Part time 12 hours per week 
Salary £14,880 - 15,882 pro rata 

The successful applicant will be educated to 
GCSE level or equivalent, a good communicator, 
familiar with social media and a committed 
team player, with recent practical experience. A 
sound working knowledge of Microsoft Office is 
essential, as is a proactive and 'can do' positive 
attitude. 

For an application form please contact 

Tina Wiles, Town Clerk on 01303 893928 
or Clerk@hawkingepc.org.uk 

Closing date for completed applications is 
Friday 17th October 2014. 

Interviews will be held shortly after the closing date. 


:o.uk 

'JU mobile 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

THE HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING SPECIALIST 
LTD of 7 spencer close walderslade kent me5 7re 
is applying for a licence to use DS SMITH PAPER, 
KEMSLEY PAPER MILL, SITTINGBOURNE ME10 
2TD as an operating centre for 2 goods vehicles and 0 
trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the 
operating centre who believe that their use of enjoyment 
of that land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest 
House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons within 21 days of this notice. Representors must 
at the same time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to Making Representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s office. 


Vigo Parish Council 
MAINTENANCE WORKS & 
LITTER PICKING 
ANNUAL CONTRACT 
April 2015 - March 2018 

Vigo Village, Kent 

Vigo Parish Council is looking for contractors for the 
Maintenance Works and Litter Picking of the communal land 
of Vigo Village, (a gross area of 55 hectares) including the 
Village Green. (Tree Work and Grass Cutting are not included, 
as they are covered by separate contracts). Tenderers will be 
required to supply their own equipment and include in their 
tender price the cost for all necessary labour and equipment. 
Examples of maintenance works include cutting back 
encroaching undergrowth at woodland and grass margins, 
leaf blowing of main paths in autumn, mowing and clearing 
of path margins, trimming/hedging shrubs, planting spring 
bulbs, painting metal benches and bollards, keeping paths 
clear from overhanging branches, daily inspection of Village 
and dealing with any issues that arise. This is not an 
exhaustive list. 

The Litter Picking Contract will include the cleaning of some 
public areas (bus shelter and play park etc), clearing and 
gritting some paths during snow and ice, as well as a daily 
seven day a week litter pick. 

The Tenderer can apply for the whole contract (maintenance 
AND litter picking) or separately for the maintenance works 
OR the litter picking. 

Initial expressions of interest are requested and must be 
received no later than Friday 24th October 2014. Tender 
documents will be dispatched week beginning 27th October 
2014 to selected tenderers with a return date of Friday 14th 
November 2014. 

The persons / contractors invited to tender for the above 
works will be expected to make a written application 
including the following information: 

■ Name of Persons/Company, trading address, telephone 
number and contact name 

■ Details of similar works/contracts carried out, including 
client, value and location 

■ Details of company structure and resources 

■ Names and addresses of 3 referees from whom a 
reference may be sought regarding the contractor’s 
experience and ability. 

The Clerk, Vigo Parish Council, The Bay, 

Vigo Village, Kent. DA13 OTD. 01732 823337 
vigoparishcouncil @ talktalkbusiness.net 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

David Armstrong trading as Armstrong Haulage of 11 
Medway Road, Crayford, Dartford, Kent DAI 4PN is 
applying to change an existing license as follows 
To keep an extra 1 goods vehicle and 1 trailer at the 
operating centre at Albion Parade, Gravesend, Kent 
DA12 2RN 

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, should make 
written representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 
6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to Making Representations 
is available from the Traffic Commissioner’s Office. 


ASHFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2013/14 
NOTICE OF CERTIFICATION OF 
COMPLETION OF AUDIT 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that under 
Regulation 11 of the Accounts and Audit (England) 
Regulations 2011 the District Auditor has completed the audit 
of the above accounts for the year ended 31 March 2014. 
An unqualified opinion and the audit certificate on the 
accounts were issued by the External Auditor on the 26th 
September 2014. On the same date, the External Auditor 
issued an unqualified conclusion on the Authority’s 
arrangements for securing value for money as required 
by the Audit Commission’s Code of Practice. The Auditor 
has not identified any issues of public interest to report 
under Section 8 of the Audit Commission Act 1998. 

In accordance with Section 14 of the 1998 Act, any local 
government elector for the area may: 

• Inspect and make copies of the Statement of Accounts. 

• Ask the Authority for a copy of the Statement of 
Accounts. 

The Statement of Accounts is available for inspection 
by any local government elector for the area at Ashford 
Borough Council, Civic Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford, 
Kent, TN23 1PL, on weekdays (excluding public 
holidays) between 9.00am and 5.00pm. The accounts can 
also be found at: 

http://www.ashford.gov.uk/budgeting-accounts 


PLANNING 


Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y14/0991/SH - Rathealy Granville Road East Sandgate 
Folkestone Kent - Erection of a single storey front extension with 
balcony above, together with other external alterations. 
Y14/0872/SH+ -100 High Street Hythe Kent CT21 5LE - Change 
of use from adult gaming centre to retail (Use Class A1) 
Y14/1059/SH - Flat 1 The Haven 10 The Riviera Sandgate 
Folkestone Kent - Installation of new and replacement 
fenestration, new entrance steps and other external alterations. 
Y14/0561/SH# - Marlie Farm Holiday Village Dymchurch Road 
New Romney Kent TN28 8UE - Change of use to allow operation 
of caravan park (including touring and static caravans and 
pitching of tents) for use between the period of 1 st March and 
14th February the following year. 

Y14/1025/SH - 2 - 4 South Street Folkestone Kent CT20 1RW - 
Erection of bin store to serve adjacent restaurant. 

Y14/1006/SH - 139 High Street Hythe Kent CT21 5JL - Change 
of use from A1 use (retail) to D1 use (Training/Education). 
Y14/1064/SH - 63 High Street New Romney Kent TN28 8AL - 
Display of a non-illuminated fascia sign and a non-illuminated 
projecting hanging sign. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to planning® 
shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing within 
21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
Note: This is not a full list of applications received. All planning 
applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 



Births 


Michael and Alison Grills 

would like to announce the birth of 

Evelyn Ida Ray 

born at home in Greenhithe on 3rd September, weighing 10 lbs. 
Sister to Samuel, Joshua, Abigail and Benjamin. 
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Sport 

In the first of two articles, David Mairs talks to Kent County Cricket Club chief executive famie Clifford 


The man charged with 
leading Kent to a new 
golden age of trophies 



HOME SWEET HOME : The Spitfire Ground, St Lawrence, has seen huge change in recent years. Will its trophy cabinet soon be sporting the glint of silver? 


A S much as the appear¬ 
ance of their Canterbury 
home, The Spitfire 
Ground, St Lawrence, 
changes, one aspect of 
Kent County Cricket Club remains 
unrelentingly consistent: a glaring 
lack of trophies. 

The Royal London One-Day Cup 
campaign was this season’s playing 
highlight, the thrilling wins over 
Durham, Somerset and Gloucester¬ 
shire stirring belief that finally here 
was a team that could be pulling itself 
out of the doldrums... at least until a 
crushing semi-final defeat to War¬ 
wickshire at Edgbaston. 

A couple of different results in the 
NatWest T20 Blast could have seen 
them sneak through their group into 
the knockout stages, but the mini 
form of cricket is all ifs and buts, while 
Kent’s final position in LV= County 
Championship Division Two, in 
which only three teams finished be¬ 
neath them, does not lift the spirits for 
the winter ahead. 

Sadly, the 2014 season was not a 
one-off. Since 1978, when they won 
the County Championship and the 
Benson & Hedges Cup and were un¬ 
questionably the best county team in 
the land, they have taken home just 
one T20 and two Sunday League ti¬ 
tles. 

It is a wretched record... the worst 
in the country, I tell Kent chief execu¬ 
tive Jamie Clifford in his office over¬ 
looking the pitch at Canterbury. 

He pulls a face and says he doesn’t 
believe this to be correct, advising me 
that I shouldn’t believe all I read on 
the internet. 

Indeed, but it is a statistic to which 
we shall return. 

Clifford has been a prime mover in 
what is surely one of the greatest peri¬ 
ods of change the club - and certainly 
the ground - has seen. 

He has been with Kent 12 years, 
the last four as chief executive. He 
joined as director of cricket, moved on 
to the role of commercial director and 
then acting chief executive before the 
big job was secured on a permanent 
basis. 

His “great foot in the door to the 
world of cricket” was his position as 
marketing manager at Wisden. 

“It was the wisden.com time,” he 
said. “It was an exciting time.” 

He plays down his own cricketing 
abilities, saying he was an “enthusi¬ 
astic” player for his home-town club 
ofBroadstairs. 

Aside from that, his knowledge of 
Kent developed as “a fan”. 

“We came over a lot as a family,” he 
says. “It influences the way you do the 
job.” 

Being a mere 38 years old, Kent’s 
“golden decade” of the 1970s, when 
they gathered a haul of trophies that 
would have today’s supporters deliri¬ 
ous in disbelieving delight, can only 
be reflected upon through the eyes of 
others. 

“For me, it’s a big motivator,” he 
says. “I’m reminded about it all the 
time. It was such a defining era for the 
club and the players from it are re¬ 
vered to this day.” 

As we speak, Kent are playing the 
first of their final three matches of the 
County Championship campaign. 
We’re talking about how the sea- 
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son has gone and he points out that, 
with those three fixtures still to be 
played, there is still interest in how 
high up the table the club can finish. 

Sadly, our conversation is punctu¬ 
ated at regular intervals on his mo¬ 
bile phone as ‘pings’ alert us to the 
clatter of Kent wickets as Essex enjoy 
very much the better of things at 
Chelmsford. 

“I was going to go up there tomor¬ 
row,” he says. It’s depressingly clear 
that the journey won’t be necessary 
and indeed just 11 minutes are need¬ 
ed for Essex to wrap things up the fol¬ 
lowing morning. 

Just one of cricket’s little idiosyn¬ 
crasies: surely to goodness, the match 
could be completed the evening it is 
so close to an obvious conclusion. But 
that’s for another day. 

The more pressing subject is Kent’s 
2014 season, another in which silver¬ 
ware has eluded the county. 

“We plan for promotion and suc¬ 
cess in the T20 and One-Day Cup,” 
says Clifford. “Ultimately we’re judged 
on whether we achieve that. We ex¬ 
pected more than we got. 

“We’re not walking away from the 
One-Day Cup semi-final saying what 
a great season. It wasn’t a great sea¬ 
son but, having said that, there were 
signs of progress. We’ve got home¬ 
grown players taking a role, for ex¬ 
ample, and that’s important to us. 

“So we’re neither completely down 
and gloomy nor punching the air say¬ 
ing what a good season it’s been. 

“Nobody’s saying that where we’ve 
got to is acceptable. We want nothing 


other than a sustained period of suc¬ 
cess, but it will take a lot of hard work 
to get there.” 

He emphasises again the value of 
the county developing its own talent, 
something with which few support¬ 
ers would argue. 

“If you can get home-grown play¬ 
ers, they understand what they’re 
playing for,” he says. “When we won 
the T20 [in 2007] it was largely done 
with imported players - not many 
were from Kent. There’s been a 
change of direction since then.” 

There’s an obvious pride in the 
club’s development programme, 
which includes age groupings from 
under-11 level to under-17 and on to 
the academy. From there, the “very 
best” will be offered professional con¬ 
tracts. 

“We’ve got the highest conversion 
rate from academy to first-team play¬ 
ers in the country. We’re as good as 

It might be a 
terribly old-fashioned 
view in modern sport, 
but we want to see a 
side representative of 
Kent. It’s what Kent 
followers want Vf 


Jamie Clifford, 

on the value of home-grown talent 
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anyone and I’m happy to be chal¬ 
lenged on that,” he says. 

“We’ve got a good academy direc¬ 
tor in Simon Willis - he’s been in¬ 
volved with the club for 20 years. Like 
us all, he expects cricketers to come 
through the system and play a lead¬ 
ing role in our team. 

“It might be a terribly old- 
fashioned view in modern sport, or 
romantic, but we want to see a side 
that’s representative of Kent. It’s what 
Kent followers want to see. 

“Of course, we want success as 
well, but if the core of our cricketers is 
Kentish, it all holds together better. 

“The county has the second- 
highest population of recreational 
cricketers in the county - only York¬ 
shire has more - so we should have 
talented players.” 

Kent once played their cricket at 
grounds across the county, but, even 
allowing for the striking reduction in 
the number of venues, the spiritual 
home has always been Canterbury. 

It is, though, not an ideal location 
for the more heavily populated north 
and west of the county, particularly, 
of course, metropolitan Kent, where 
the potential fan base is huge. 

To that end, the development of the 
Beckenham ground is seen as almost 
critical if Kent really are to move to 
another level of competitiveness. 

“The Beckenham plans are incred¬ 
ibly exciting,” says Clifford. “We have 
a lot of ambition to grow in the west 
and metropolitan areas of the county 
and hopefully people will see this as a 
sign of that ambition. 


“Once you include the four London 
boroughs [Bexley, Bromley, Green¬ 
wich and Lewisham], you almost 
double the Kent population, especial¬ 
ly in terms of talented players. 

“Beckenham will give us a base 
from which to develop those players.” 

The desire to bring on Kentish tal¬ 
ent, metropolitan or otherwise, is 
laudable, but a top-drawer overseas 
player can still prove the difference 
between a winning team and a col¬ 
lection of also-rans. 

With so many competitions across 
the globe throughout the year, how¬ 
ever, today’s game is very different to 
that when many of the greatest play¬ 
ers in the world graced the English 
county scene throughout the sum¬ 
mer. How does Clifford see Kent em¬ 
bracing both the challenge and the 
opportunity? 

“It’s not like the old days. There are 
so many variables, so many moving 
parts. There’s asking price, availabil¬ 
ity throughout the season and so on. 

“Where it’s so different, though, is 
that, formerly, English cricket repre¬ 
sented the main earning opportunity 
for world-class players. That clearly is 
not the case now. 

“We’ve been lucky in that we had 
Doug [Bollinger] for most of the sea¬ 
son and in all formats, while Brendan 
Nash has also been available, but by 
and large that sort of player doesn’t 
exist any more.” 

The recruitment of an overseas 
player unfolds essentially in one of 
two ways. Either an agent can tout a 
cricketer to the counties in the hope 
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about bringing back the sweet taste of success to St Lawrence 
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EYES FORWARD : As much a 
fan as a chief executive, Jamie 
Clifford envisages a day when 
Kent will be winning titles on a 
regular basis 



that enough will be interested to put 
in competitive bids, or a county will 
engage an agent to head out on its be¬ 
half and bring in a player that is need¬ 
ed to provide the missing link in a 
potentially successful team. 

Or, in the case of Bollinger, an ex¬ 
change of texts with Kent captain 
Rob Key results in him pitching up at 
St Lawrence for the season. 

The stated ambition at Kent is 
strong and it entails both playing and 
commercial success. It is of course the 
latter arena in which Clifford sees 
himself as making all the difference 
at a club that hasn’t seen much of 
either for far too long. 

“When I came in, we lacked a com¬ 
mercial edge. It could now be viewed 
as horribly commercial, but without 
it you won’t have playing success - 
it’s as simple as that,” he says. 

“It doesn’t stop with building a 
business. Success on the field drives 
that and any money we make goes to 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 
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commercial, but 
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have playing success 


Jamie Clifford, 

on getting the business side right 

the attainment of success. Players’ 
salaries, for example, go up because 
we’re all competing for talent. 

“Behind a successful club sports club 
is a successful business. The question 
is how we go after that success.” 

It is sometimes suggested that pro¬ 
fessional sport can be too much about 


the money, with a loss of focus on the 
playing side of things, but Clifford in¬ 
sists that is not the case at Kent. 

“The commercial considerations 
are there to support our primary pur¬ 
pose, which is bringing silverware 
back to the county.” 

We’d all raise a glass to that but, 
until cups are actually making their 
way to the St Lawrence trophy cabi¬ 
net, how much faith are supporters to 
hold? Indeed, should they not be more 
demanding? Are they too under¬ 
standing, too easily pleased? 

“It doesn’t feel like that,” says Clif¬ 
ford. “There are forums and it doesn’t 
feel like we’re getting an easy ride. If a 
player troops off the pitch early in the 
game with a low score, there’s a pret¬ 
ty clear feeling around the ground. 

“People do have strong feelings and 
they make them known.” 

■ The second part of this inter¬ 
view with Jamie Clifford is in next 
week’s Kent on Sunday 


Hause chosen for England 
under-20s in Dutch contest 

GILLINGHAM defender Kortney Hause has 
been selected for the England under-20 squad. 

Coach Aidy Boothroyd named Hause, who is 
at Priestfield on loan from Wolverhampton 
Wanderers, in his 23-man group for a mini¬ 
tournament in The Netherlands. 

England are due to play Germany, The 
Netherlands and Turkey in the competition at 
Heerenveen. 

The squad is gathering at St George’s Park 
today (Sunday) before flying out tomorrow. 

Hause has scored once in his 12 appearances 
for the Gills this season. His selection by 
Boothroyd is his first England call-up. 

England under-20s should be in confident 
mood for the tournament, having beaten 
Romania 6-0 last month. The quality of 
opposition, though, is likely to be higher. CALL: Kortney Hause 




NO STOPPING ’EM NOW: Runners in this year’s Folkestone half-marathon 

Collins romps home 
four minutes clear 


TOM Collins from Medway & 
Maidstone has won the ninth 
Folkestone Rotary Half Marathon. 

He won in a time of one hour and 
14 minutes, four minutes clear of 
Robert Latala in second place, who 
was followed by Terry Reeves from 
Dartford Road Runners in third 
place. 

First lady home was Liz Weeks 
from Sittingbourne Striders with a 
time of one hour and 24 minutes. 
Second lady was Sarah Gruber, with 
Cathy Newman in third place. 

Both race winners received £100, 
courtesy of sponsor Independent 
Insurance Services. 

There were more than 580 


registrations, which was up on last 
year, and there was superb weather 
for the event. 

This year’s proceeds will benefit 
local and international charities 
through the work of Folkestone 
Rotary Club, with the main benefici¬ 
aries being Step Short and The 
Gurkha Memorial Fund. 

Race director Ray Johnson said: 
“This year was extra-special as the 
participants run under the new 
Memorial Arch and we have now 
achieved more than £250,000 for 
good causes since the race started in 
2006.” 

The event will return on Sunday, 
September 27, 2015. 


Kent seniors look to defend their title 


KENT’S golfers will this week look to 
maintain dominance in the English 
Seniors County Championship. 

Kent have won the title on five of 
the nine previous occasions it has 
been played and are the current 
champions. 

The tournament will be played at 
Hindhead Golf Club, Surrey, from 


Tuesday to Thursday (October 7-9). 
Kent team: Philip Bramall (Chart 
Hills), Ross Galgut (Littlestone), 
Bruce Hilsdon (Littlestone), Chris 
Hurst (Pedham Place), Dave 
Jessup (Wrotham Heath), Richard 
Partridge (Wildernesse), Chris 
Reynolds (Littlestone) and David 
Weighton (Littlestone) 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

Twitter @KentSport Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 


NTW 


Week ending October 5,2014 47 












i 


u 



13 Plate 

Vauxhall Corsa usEWr 


Amount 
of Credit 




Representative Example 

60 Monthly Deposit 
Payments 

£139 £139 


£8,479 


TotalAmount Representative 
Payable 


£8,3401 £8,479 I 0%APR 


SPECTACULAR 


SAVE 

OVER 


£ 7,600 


against cost when new; £16,115 


Barnes Auto Store 


cb 


Part of 

FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 



Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
w Kent ME15 9YF 

Telephone: 01622 755531 

www.barnesautostore.co.uk 



Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Please ask for further details. 



Voucher 

That’s right. Half Price Servicing on your Vauxhall 
Exclusively at FG Barnes Motoring Centre 
Lifetime Warranty re-activation Included 

Book yours today. Offer ends 31st October 2014. 


FG Barnes 
Motoring Centre 

^ Part of 

/T) FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 


Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 

Telephone: 01622 755531 i 

www.fgbarnes.co.uk ft 


EASY TO FIND WITH 
SATELLITE NAVIGATION 


JUST ENTER 
THE POSTCODE 

ME159YF 




VAUXHALL 

Authorised Repairer 
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